


[Essay 4-2; by “Susan Sears”:] 
The object of our Existence. 

  Man is a dependent being: his Creator has given him life, has 
endowed him with reason, with powers of intellect capable of improving, and 
has placed a secret monitor within his bosom, whose warnings if he obeys, 
and whose dictates if he follows, will conduct him in the unerring path of 
rectitude and virtue.   But he has not made us for ourselves alone, he has 
intended we should assist our fellow creatures, relieve the oppressed, extend 
a humane and charitable hand to the destitute and be mutual helpers of 
each others happiness.   Yet there is another still higher object, for which we 
were evidently destined, viz to love, serve and adore our Maker; for since He 
supplies us with all the comforts of life, since He so profusely lavishes 
blessings upon us, should it not be our chief design, to wean our minds 
from temporal things and the affairs of earth, and direct them to the Author 
of all these blessings?   And since He has constructed every thing for the 
promotion of our happiness, and sustains us every moment, should He not 
be ever present in our thoughts?   Most certainly, - But our moral feelings 
towards Him, are often different from those, which we are under the highest 
obligations, to render to such a Creator; we are prone to lead a life of 
thoughtlessness, sensuality and vice, and to place our affections and desires 
on the earth, the place of our abode; but as this is not our final resting 
place, we should raise our thoughts to Him, who has prepared an eternal 
haven of rest, where true and lasting felicity is known.   And as we can trace 
the hand of God in every thing around us, these should constantly bring 
Him to our recollection, and lead us to cherish feelings of gratitude; to 
reverence and love Him, and thus our chief aim should be to know his will, 
to obey his precepts, and to abandon all allurements of pleasure and 
passion, that we may accomplish the end of our existence. 
            
 Susan Sears. 
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