




[Essay 5-1; by “M. H. Hinckley[1], East Dennis”:] 
Necessity frequently proves a blessing in disguise 

  When we reflect upon the manifold blessings bestowed upon man 
by his Creator, we can scarcely imagine that it is he who is so apt to fall into 
peevishness and discontent and consider his lot to be the hardest and most 
severe which his mortal being could endure: But the evil and discontented 
nature of his heart when known counteracts this feeling in some degre.  We 
find that neither poverty nor immense riches have had any very perceptible 
effect in rendering him more contented, but on the contrary have heightened 
that feeling of discontent towards man, and moreover towards his Creator 
whom he ought to have looked upon with honour, piety and gratitude, as a 
Being who best knows the nature of all his wants and who will provide 
accordingly.   Necessity perhaps has increased this feeling of inhumanity 
and dishonour more than pleanty.   For when adversity with her dark and 
lowering brow crosses our paths it is then that we begin to dishon[---] and  
[---] that it is unjust to be so afflicted.  But after reflecting upon the merciful 
dispensations of Providence and becoming reconciled to our fate to the 
sanctuary of religion which before had been ridiculed in the most ernest 
manner & in the highes[t] degree would many now at last gladly and fondly 
retreat.   It is then that we can look with respect and pity upon those whom 
poverty and wretchedness have before degraded to the lowest degree and 
endeavour to whisper words of consolation in their ears.   The peverseness 
of human nature is such that even prosperity though it some times proves 
an incentive to honour and obey God yet it oftener proves a source of 
impiety and hence those who enjoy it are ordinarily from[?] [--] 
presumptions.   Thus we see that adversity though in many cases it may 
appear to be the bond which disunites man from his fellow creatures is a 
valuable blessing if it be rightly and justly regarded, and if it be 
accompanied with honour, morality and virtue will in the end secure to man 
a far greater source of happiness than the greatest prosperity provided it is 
accompanied with pride disregard of the Creator whatever t[---] to raise 
violence and opposition among society. 

                                                
1  Mary H. Hinckley, b. 25 June 1824; d/o William Hinckley & Caroline Matilda (Paddock). 
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