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[1889-09-03; letter from Minnie to Blanche Hall; stamped envelope, postmarked 
“Brookline Sta., Sep 3 1889” to “Miss Blanche E. Hall, East Dennis”:]

Saturday Evening – 
My dear Blanche: ––

Your letter received    was very glad to hear from you.   I suppose you 
are anticipating a fine time this winter.   I sincerely hope you will enjoy it 
and meet with good success in every-thing you undertake through life.   I 
shall be very glad to see you and have a lot to talk with you about.   I have 
decided to stay here this winter and not go to Aunt Eliza’s, of course I 
should enjoy it much more to be with Aunt Eliza and she is extremely kind 
to offer me a home with her this winter but [over page] I felt in my duty to 
stay here.   The Doctor has told me he liked my voice and would like for me 
to play for the gymnasium and dancing school, and entertain evenings and 
not have any patient, so I shall try it and if I meet with success I shall stay. 
I can take my lessons just the same and practice, and I shall have to take 
piano lessons of course    Of course I shall be quite lonely out here but I 
must not think of that.

Probably I shall have to deny my-self of a great many pleasures 
through life.   I had such an elegant time last winter.   I went so much and 
had so much company.   Aunt Eliza was so kind and did so much for my 
happiness, that it is going to make it doubly hard for me this winter.   But 
we can arrange to see each other once in a while I guess.   we can meet and 
go to church some Sunday mornings when I can get off.   You see if I stay to 
Aunt Eliza’s I shall be all expense, bu there I am making money.   It is a fine 
position if I can fill it.   Of course the only thing is being shut up here 
evenings and not going [next page] out more.   It makes me think of a 
convent more than any-thing.   But I do hope you will think of me, enough 
to call on me once.   But of course you will be enjoying yourself so 
immensely that you won’t care for much else.   I feel it my duty to look out 
for Mamma, she is getting old and she is very dear to me, and I want to 
devote my whole life to her alone, and if anything should happen to her it 
would be a great satisfaction to know, I did not neglect her.   She is very 
precious to me, and I want her life to be easy here-after, if it is in my power 
[next sheet] to make it so – I would gladly give up music and every-thing (if 
need be) to make her comfortable.   Of course Blanche you can imagine how 
it would seem to be shut up here, it seems in a certain way, as if I was 
giving up life.   I often feel very sadly and cry myself to sleep many a night, 
but I would not have Mamma know it for any-thing in the world so please 
don’t mention it.   This may seem weak and foolish to you, but you don’t 
know what it is to be in close circumstances and have to struggle for an 
[over page] education and a living, and my dear I hope you never will.   I 
think a good deal of you Blanche, and I hope your life may be full of sun 
shine, without any trouble to mar it.   I hope we will always be dear friends. 
I have something that makes my life very sad, but I hide it all I can, perhaps 
I may tell you when I see you.   This has been a blue letter but I feel bad this 
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evening and have shed tears all the while I have been writing.   But don’t 
think me silly, it is not, I have reason for it.

I suppose it is very quiet down home.   I would like to be down for a 
little while.   I think the falls are so beautiful down there.   I enjoyed my 
vacation as well as could be expected, of course it was very dull for me, 
there was not any thing going on.   I am quite busy getting my winter 
clothes ready.   I am not going to have much.   I shall get me a nice cape I 
think.   I won’t need much out here.   I shall want more next summer.  [over 
page]

Remember me kindly to your mother and Susie.   I have just finished 
a long letter to Mamma.   When you are at school, I should be pleased 
tohave you write me once in a while.   Please write me and tell me when you 
will be at liberty some Saturday, and I will arrange it so I can get away.

Lovingly as ever –
God Bless you –

Minnie – 
Write soon ––
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