








[1863-04-17; letter from Frederick Bergmann to Joshua Sears:] 
             Camp Rogers, Apr 17th 
  Having a few leisure hours at present, I take this opportunity to write to 
you.   Saturday Apr. 12th we went on another expedition.   The purpot [sic, 
purpose] of it was to run the blockade of the Tar River to Washington.   Our 
Regiment was the only one that went.   We left Newbern on board the 
Transport Thomas Colyer that evening for Washington.   But before I 
proceed to write to you about the success of our enterprise I will tell you all I 
know about the blockade.   Before, or in the early part of this war the Rebs 
held Washington, and in order to protect it from our gunboats drove down 
spiles across the river to keep them from coming to the town.   This blockage 
is about 8 miles from Washington and is said to be one of the most effectual 
on record.   The bank of the river on the City side of the blockade is very 
high and the rebels have erected about a half a mile of fortifications on both 
sides [over page] mounting very heavy guns.   The River here is only about a 
mile wide and the batteries are, as it were, just above it.   It would only be 
downright folly to attempt to run the blockade as long as the Rebs have 
possession of these strong holds.   Well we arrived at the blockade Sunday 
morning and came to anchor.   There are about 7 gunboats here at present; 
attacking the forts once in a while, and keeping the Rebs ironclads from 
passing Washington under the support of their Batteries.   The naval officers 
that came on board of us seemed to think that it was impossible to get to 
Washington because of the Batteries on both sides of the River, to say 
nothing of the trouble we would have to get across the spiles. {they are only 
about a foot under water.}  Towards night another transport came here with 
the 9th N. J. on board on a similar errand as ours.   The name of the steamer 
was Escort and she was said to be the fleetest steamer in Newbern.   The 
Captain of this vessel was [next page] determined to run the gauntlet, having 
a good pilot on board, a native of Newbern.   Accordingly they started at 
about midnight.   Our gunboats went in advance of the Escort and engaged 
the first Battery while the Escort passed it in safety.   The steamer was 
lucky enough to pass all the fortifications without being seen, but in the joy 
of his heart the Capt. blew the steam whistle as soon as he was past them 
and so gave them warning of what had transpired.   The Escort, after 
discharging her cargo and troops at Washington, started to come back the 
next night, but with less success.   General Foster was on board of her; he 
wanted to go to Newbern to take command of a land force to attack the 
Rebel forts in the rear while the gunboats were attacking them in front.   
The steamer was discovered before she had passed the first fort and, 
although she steamed 18 knots an hour had 60 Cannon balls put through 
her; her pilot killed and a negro had his arm shot off.   Two or three 
Shrapnell [over page] Shells exploded in the engine room and wheelhouse 
but without doing much damage.   Her Captain swore that he would rather 
jump overboard than run the gauntlet again.   General Foster gave orders 



for us to go back as soon as he came here and we were taken back to 
Newbern. 
  I can not write you any more at present because we have just got orders 
to start on the expedition to take them for to around [?surround] 
Washington.   I think it will be a pretty hard fight, and if I do not come back 
again you may know that I have done my duty to the last. 
  God bless you all and remember my kindly; yours 
              Fred Bergmann 
              Co A, 45 Regt. M.V.M. 
              Thos H. Hall. 
  Write soon.   F. 
[In margin of first page:]  
  P.S.  You remember W. Prescott.   Well he is masters mate on board of 
the gunboat Port Royal.   I had a letter from him. 
[Folded with this letter, and scanned as part of this letter, is the missing page from 
1863-04-07, which is filed here, but the transcription is above with that letter.] 
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