




[1872-06-23; letter from Louisa Sears at Dean Academy to mother Minerva:] 
             Dean Academy  June 23 1872 
Dear Mother 
  As this will be my last letter home, before I leave, I think I will write you 
although I have not had a reply to my last to you. 
  It is a lovely morn! but the singing of the Locust foretells a hot day is to 
follow.   For the past week the wether has been oppressive, study seemed to 
be out of the question    it has been exceedingly hard for the graduates 
having so much to do    They have been decorating the Chapel with 
evergreen festooned and suspended from wall to wall.   also an arche half 
way up the entrance to the stage with 72 at the top    it looks very pretty    I 
[over page] hope every tr[here a section has been clipped from the letter involving 
three consecutive lines] [----]e that day (26) and I [section clipped out] [---]ll, but 
it will seem [section clipped out] [--]an we had expected, having Mr. Daniels 
and all the Teachers leave.   It seems to bad, to have such a commotion 
when every thing was going on, &c we thought, so well. 
  I understood they have a very fine Prin. for next term and I hope they 
have but I doubt if he will excell the present one.   All the teachers & Mrs  
M-- they are very anxious to retain.   but they refuse to do so thinking if evry 
thing does not go on just so, they may be treated as unmanly as has been 
Mr. Daniels.   I did hope everything would be quiet ‘til I graduated and if I 
was not so near through I should give up for good but I have always ben so 
anxious to graduate and tride to be so faithful to my books for that purpose 
that now when Iam on my last year to give up, it seems to bad [next page; in 
top margin: “to write before I come home”] 
  Father’s suggestion of my not returning put a damper to my hopes & 
plans but knowing that it was his purpose to keep me here if Mr Daniels 
remained I did not feel as backward to make known my disappointment.   I 
see that his tending was that I would not stand so good a chance with all 
new teachers but I feel this way – that I can take my chance with the rest 
and “that Merit wins it’s own reward” and if we have a grand principle next 
term it may be just as well in the end.   I would not urge the matter against 
your wish, for it is the ame of my life to always act according to your wishes 
in evry thing, and when I say you I mean father to for I always consider you 
one in all matters of the kind.   I think we will bothe be beste satisfied when 
it is over at least I shall try to make it so.   I say again what I have said [over 
page] times before that I am fooly grateful for past acts of doting love & 
kindness and not one little act has past without my appreciation at heart.   I 
prepose not to write a very long letter now for I shall soon be with you then 
the pen will have but little power.   I shall be at home Thursday eve if 
nothing happens    I dont know wether to go up to Mrs B— on my way home 
or not     if its warm I shall not feel like being in the Sts. all day but it being 
Jublee times I am fraid they may have company    I should like to go up to 
the grounds and see the building as I think it is not far from Mr. B.    I 
expect there will be a crowd in the city and will be hard for me to get around    



I dont suppose you have any idea of going    it would be nice if you was near 
the city for the fee has got down to $12, making it within the reach of all.   I 
think I will bid you good by for this time hoping to see you all soon    And 
with much love I remain 
              your loving Daughter 
               Louie 
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