




[1877-01-23; draft of letter to Dr. Thomas Sim in a hand not recognized; letter is not 
signed:] 

             Boston  January 23d 1877 
Dr. Thomas Sim 
  Dear. Sir 
   I have been favored by Capt. Crowell with a sight of your letter to him 
of the 17th inst, by which it appears that you and he greatly misunderstand 
one another in your recent interview, at all events the harmony and good 
relations which he expected to re-establish he appears to have come short 
of. 
  The patent has lain dormant for about nine years, I think; and 
represents a large loss in cost and interest to Capt. Crowell and my father, 
who are the owners of ⅜ of it.   They do not propose to have anything 
further to do with it, and have not much money to spend in “patent buying” 
but upon our consulting our old acquaintance Dr. Hayes, he thought that if 
by a re-issue some of its defects could be remedied, we might succeed in 
getting some of our fishermen to try it for preserving their fish.   with this 
beginning and in connection with you we think we may be able to work up a 
business which will be money making; but it will require hard work and 
good will all around.   
  The patent we consider of little practical value as at present, but it can 
be improved, Dr. Hayes assures us by a re-issue.   This can only be obtained 
by joint and [over page] friendly action.   I therefore suggest that you meet 
me in New York at the Hotel Brunswick next monday the 29th inst. and we 
will discuss the matter and try to come to some point. 
  I will get Dr. Hayes to come on with me if possible, as I am not posted in 
science, and if you arrive in New York in the evening, and leave next a.m. 
you need not be long from your patients.   Please reply at once as I wish to 
settle the matter or drop it entirely.   I should perhaps add that before 
offering the Patent to us – that is to Mr Crowell and myself, Capt Crowell 
and my father offered it at cost to the Pacific Guano Company, but it was 
very respectfully declined.   and we should not have bought it; but receiving 
it as a free gift, we thought with your co-operation, we could make it of 
value, and in the end we might all derive benefit.   You for your invention – 
We for our management of it 
             Yr. Obt. Servant 
              [no signature] 
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