








[186x A R Devereux; based on content it is about 1863; a letter of 2 sheets, the first 
sheet has the top cut away so the date and addressee is not known; also, page 
numbering has been better arranged so that it makes more sense.  A small portion of 
the second sheet is torn away and lost:] 

…….. 
  I was somewhat surprised at receiving a letter from you a few days ago, 
but nevertheless very glad to hear from you a very dear friend of my Brother 
Murray’s[77] I presume, and you are no stranger to me for I have often heard 
your name spoken of by Murray when we were together, and we used often 
to talk of our friends far away from us in the north but ever present in our 
minds and your[sic] were included in the number of our very near and dear 
friends,    we (Murray & Myself) were together a long time at the Balize and 
also made a voyage to Grance together    we were ever the best of friends 
and he seems almost like a Brother to me.   I believe we used to pass as 
such sometimes  [over page]   
….been home since I have been in [2-3 words cut off] two and a half years, I 
found a great change had taken place there since I left but all of my friends 
were the same and almost beside themselves with joy at seeing me back 
with them again alive and well after being separated form the so long and 
through so many dangers    also a siege at Richamond in prision which is 
enough to kill any one except a Yankee     we Yoanks, as the Rebe’s call us, 
are queer specimens of human nature and are almost proof against their 
wiched and horiable treatment to the poor prisioners that have had the 
misfortune to fall into their hands.   I thank God that I escaped from them 
alive and I have great reason to be thankfull for I feel confident that I could 
not have lived but [next page] a short time longer in that horrid place Belle 
Island.   I found my folks all well at home and very glad indeed to see.   I 
have one of the best and happiest home’s in the world    my Parents are 
both liveing & I have two Sisters and two Brothers.   I am the oldest of the 
family and have a great circle of friends and many very dear ones (one in 
particular) but I think I am getting from my subject,    you spoke of me and 
my Lady’s visiting you when the war is over.    well I should be most happy 
to pay you and Murray a visit but as for the Lady I am so very fortunate as 
not to have any one that I can call mine.    I was shure in my mind that you 
had become Mrs J M. Stone long before this, untill I recd your kind letter, 
but I presume it will be changed as soon as John returns then I shall claim 
you as a Sister for Murray I hold as a Brother    I shall be most happy to 
hear of your marriage also to receive your card and to know that you are 
happy   I hope I shall [torn] [torn]or of making your acquaintance be[torn] 
[torn] [torn]ile [over page] my term of service will expire in the fall and then I 
shall take a good visit home and shall try to see all of my friends before I go 
into the Army again.   I expect to stay in the Army till the end of the War if it 

                                                 
77  John Murray Stone, b. 30 Sep 1839, s/o John Stone (1809-1843) & Isabella N. Thomas.  He married, in South 
Dennis, 12 Jan 1865, Cynthia C. Crowell (1843-1925; d/o Aaron & Fear), with whom they had 2 children.  He died 
of a cerebral hemorrhage 9 Dec 1925, and is buried with his wife on Lot 178, Dennis Village Cem. 



is five years longer,    let me thank you for your good wishes in my behalf 
also for the good oppinion you expressed of me and my Comrad’s in Arms 
against this Cruell Rebelion and I hope that I may always be able to do my 
duty to my God my Country Myself & my friends,    I should be most happy 
to receive your Photographs and will let you have mine in return and 
perhaps a certain Miss Lizzie’s also    as soon as I have an opportunity 
which will be some time hence I expect.   you say that you expect I will think 
this a bold move in you and hope I will pardon you (as Murray will)    let me 
say that I am very glad that you took it upon yourself to write and inform me 
of Murray for I was thinking of writing to him again    I am a Paroled 
Prisioner yet and dont know as I will ever be exchanged but hope to be soon 
for I am tired of this and want to get back with my Regt.. again very much,    
this will be a very por letter but I hope you will excuse it as it is from a 
Soldier and I am a poor hand at writeing letters at best,    I shall have to 
bring this to a close hopeing to hear from you again soon I will close with all 
the best wishes imaginable to you and Murra[torn] [torn] 
            [torn] true Friend  A. R. Devereux 
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