






[1899-03-23 David H Brown; letter, in envelope with stamp cut off, postmarked “West 
Medford , 29 Mar 1899, 1 PM”; addressed “Mr. John Murray Stone, Dennis, Mass.”:] 

             West Medford, mass. 
              March 23, 1899 
Mr. J. M. Stone, 

  Dear Sir, 
   I thank you very much for your very kind & prompt reply to my 
inquiry and I also am greatly obliged to your son for his kindness in the 
matter. 
  I was greatly pleased to see the Sermon of Rev. Nathan Stone, your 
ancestor.   I never saw any writing done by hand in such fine & 
concentrated a way.   I cannot read it at all without a reading glass and then 
very slowly.   I am sorry you folded it.   If you had done it up without folding 
it ouwld have come better.   As [over page] the paper is so old it broke some 
where it was bent over. 
  I took it to the meeting of the Stone Association this afternoon and told 
them about it and held it up so they could see it but did not let it go out of 
my hands as it is too old & tender to be handled.   The rain interfered with 
the attendance but nearly 40 were there and wehad a very interesting 
session of three hours. 
  As I think I wrote your son I am looking up the first four or five 
generations of the descendants of the Simon Stone family for the 
Genealogical Register for publication.   I am much pleased to get the names 
of the children of the Rev. Nathan & Mary (Cushing) [next page] Stone and 
would like to know which of them married with dates where known & names 
of the persons.   I should particularly like to get all the leading facts about 
the Rev. Nathaniel who you say was born in 1772.   I understand he was 
settled first in Maine and was married there and later from 1807 to 1837 
was minister in Provincetown.   I would like to know his term of service as 
minister.   The Rev. Nathaniel Stone of Harwich was minister for 55 years.   
Rev. Nathan of Southboro 57 years Rev. Nathan of Dennis 45 years = 146 
years in aggregate.   I conclude the wife of the latter was a daughter of Job 
Cushing of Shrewsbury.   Was the latter Col. Job Cushing or Rev.? 
  I return the old sermon with many thanks and hope it will [over page] not 
be too much trouble to give me the desired additional information desired.   
You may be interested in knowing I am a descendant of Rev. Nathaniel 
Stone’s dau. Eunice who married David Bangs. 
             Yours truly, 
               David H. Brown 
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