










[1950-09-13 letter; from Gertrude H. Brownell to Alpheus P. Baker:] 
[Envelope, stamp missing, postmarked New York, N.Y. Sept 13 1950; addressed to 

“Mr. Alpheus P. Baker[1], South Dennis, Cape Cod, Mass.”; return address “G. H. 
Brownell, 50 Central Park West, N.Y.C.”] 

[Letter:] 
           50 
Central Park West 
           
 September 13 / 50 
Dear Alpheus 
 Mrs Furman – Arlie – has told me that you sent me a message 
through her – sending me your love – I write to send you my love in 
response –  
 It is a long-standing love – is it not – beginning in the last century. 
 I have not been in South Dennis [over page] since 1940 when my 
sister and I spent the summer in the house and among the neighbors of 
which we were so fond – I cannot now face the sorrow I would feel re-
visiting “our village” actually – but I am very often and very much there 
in memory.   The fondness remains. 
 I can see you now as you were when I last saw you.   I am told that 
you have not changed.   “Just as handsome as ever.”   And I know that 
you are the same friendly, helpful and warm-hearted Alpheus.   I am 
glad that you have the luck of having beside you [next page] that dear 
angel Edna – lovely, able, generous of her abilities. 
 I like to think of South Dennis on one of its perfect days – when 
the west wind is fragrant with pine, bayberry, sweet fern and in their 
season with swamp-azalea and wild roses.   And to think of the familiar 
birds – Bob White, Sweet Phoebe – Whip-poor-will -  -  -  - 
 All the children we knew and loved are grown up – the Thachers, 
Freeman and Fredsons – Beatrice’s brood -  -  -  -- 
 I wish you, dear Alpheus, whatever you wish for yourself, and I 
place a tender blessing on your white crest (of which I have heard)   Love 
to Edna. 
          
 Affectionately yours always 
            
 Gertrude[2] 
[next page]  
Post Script: 
I see that with my thoughts on old times I have made no reference to the 
present and your recent illness.   I do hope that with regard to that you 
are completely out of the woods – I suppose that I must attribute my 

                                                 
1 Alpheus Percival Baker, b. Dennis, 19 Mar 1867; s/o Alpheus Baker & Sarah B. (Percival); d. Dennis, 2 Aug 1951; 
m. South Dennis, 29 Jun 1910, Olive Howes Baker (1865-1934). 
2 Maiden name not known.   Her birth is not listed in Dennis for the year 1863. 



reasonably good health to the hypodermics of liver-extract which I 
receive every week –  
 On the 8th of this month I celebrated my 87th birthday – I 
remember that you are somewhat younger 
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