




[Essay – Eastham 4A & 4B – probably cut from The Harwich Independent: ] 
EASTHAM AND ORLEANS HISTORICAL PAPERS – NO. 4. 

BY JOSIAH PAINE. 
FIRST AND SECOND CHURCH OF EASTHAM. 

MR. OSBORN AT THE SOUTH PARISH; HIS 
STIRRING CAREER AND VARIED LABORS; 

HIS POSTERITY 
 Efforts were made, soon after Mr. Treat's death, to secure the settlement 
of a minister.   Prominent among them were Mr. Joseph Lord and Mr. 
Samuel Osborn.  Mr. Lord had recently returned from his field of labor in 
South Carolina, where he had been since 1695.  He was settled in Chatham 
as successor of Rev. Hugh Adams, and where he died in the pastoral office 
in 1748.  Mr. Osborn was heard for several months as a candidate, and a 
call was extended to him by the church, May 19, 1718, with a great 
unanimity, which he accepted and he was ordained September 18, 1718.  
He commenced his labors in the old meeting-house which stood near the 
oldest cemetery in the present town of Eastham, built in 1678, but in 1719, 
upon the completion of the meeting-house in South Eastham, upon the site 
of the present Congregational meeting-house in Orleans, and upon the 
division of the church, he chose to remove and occupy the new edifice, and 
become pastor of this branch on the church, liberty having been given him 
to make his choice.  Here he continued actively engaged in the ministry 
until trouble arose between him and the church, respecting doctrinal points, 
which finally ended in his formal dismissal by the church, November 20, 
1738, after a full trial.   His accusers it seems brought nothing to prove any 
immoral conduct while in the ministry; but they thought, as did the 
"venerable council" convened June 28, 1738, that his "unguarded 
expressions" concerning "God and his moral perfections, as also concerning 
election, redemption, and other like tenets of the holy faith," were enough to 
disqualify him from holding the pastoral office.  The leaders in the trial for 
heresy appear to have been men of prominence in the town.   Two of them – 
Joseph Doane and Nathaniel Freeman, Esq. – were men of intelligence and 
large influence; and it is safe to venture the opinion that, after having so 
many years listened to so radical an exponent of all the sharp points of 
Calvinism as Mr. Treat, they should not fail to discover the gradual 
changing of the doctrinal view of the finely educated minister from those 
maintained by the strict Calvinists, and his leaning towards Pelagianish, 
and regret the cause that had compelled them to ask his dismission from 
the pulpit to which he first came nineteen years before, to lead the parent 
church, from which time this branch has been known. 
 After his dismission Mr. Osborn became again a school master, and 
taught school in Boston and other places.  There is a tradition among his 
descendants in Barrington, N.S., that for a while he was a resident of that 
place.  In the list of the original proprietors of that township the name of 
Samuel Osborn appears, as also in the census of 1779, but whether this 



Samuel Osborn was the ejected minister, it cannot be determined.   Mr. 
Osborn was "a man of wisdom and virtue."   He contributed much to the 
temporal, if he did not to the spiritual wants of his people, "by introducing 
new improvements in agriculture, and by setting the example of economy 
and industry."  From him, it is said, his parishioners learned the 
preparation of peat, for fuel. 
 There are conflicting accounts of Mr. Osborn's birthplace and place of 
education, as well as the time and place of his death.  Rev. James Freeman, 
who made a little investigation as to his life before 1802, says "he was born 
in Ireland and educated at the University of Dublin."  Mr. Osborn's 
grandson, Israel Doane, who died very aged in 1844, at Argyle, Nova Scotia, 
in his brief and interesting notice of his grandfather Osborn and family, 
states that "he was born of Irish parents in Scotland, and was educated at 
Glasgow, and at the age of 22 came over to America," landing "in Boston 
about the year 1774[sic, probably 1704]."  Dr. Freeman says, at his death – 
the year he does not give – he was "between ninety and a hundred" years 
old. 
 It appears that his first engagement to teach school in this county was at 
Sandwich in 1712, being then "lately of Edgartown."   In 1713, he was 
engaged to teach at Harwich, and while there, with wife, witnessed the will 
of Kenelm Winslow, which beats date Jan. 12, 1712-13.  In the Harwich 
records his name is written "Asbon."   He probably was a schoolmaster after 
this date in Sandwich.  At the time of his call, in the latter part of the year 
1717, to the ministry at Eastham, he was a resident of Plymouth, and 
engaged in school teaching.   He gave up his school in order to supply the 
pulpit as a candidate.  Mr. Richard Knowles brought his family and goods 
from that place, and was allowed two pounds and ten shillings. 
 Mr. Osborn was twice married.  His first wife was Jedidah Smith of 
Sandwich.  His second wife was Experience, widow of Elisha Hopkins, a 
merchant of Chatham, with whom he was living at Nantucket, in 1746, and 
to whom he was married after 1742, as that year Mr. Hopkins died.  Mr. 
Osborn's children were: Sarah, who married Ephraim Morton of Plymouth; 
John, born in 1713, who married Ann Doane of Chatham, and died in 
Middletown, Conn., in 1753, aged 40 years; Mary, bap. in Harwich in 1718; 
Elizabeth, born in 1716, who was three times married, died in Barrington, 
N.S., in 1798; Abagail, who married John Homer in 1749; and Samuel. 
 John Osborn, who it is claimed was born in Sandwich, was educated at 
Harvard college, and graduated in 1725.  He studied for the ministry, at his 
father's desire, but his "trial sermon," delivered in presence of a number of 
clergymen, was adjudged not orthodox, though well prepared, and his father 
encouraged him to prepare for the practice of medicine, as his inclinations 
were in that direction.  Marrying Ann, daughter of Thomas Doane, he moved 
to Middletown, Conn., where he was a physician of some eminence.  He was 
a man of fine scholastic attainments.   He had a taste for poetry, and several 
of his poetic effusions gained for him some celebrity as a poet.   He died May 
31, 1853, and was buried in what is now the River Side burying ground, in 



Middletown, where a monument marks the spot.   He had six children.  
John, his eldest son, born in 1741 and dying in 1825, was an eminent 
physician, as well as his son, Dr. John Chevers Osborn, who married Lucy 
T. Payne, his father's cousin, and died at St. Thomas in 1819, on his 
passage to St. Croix for the benefit of his health. 
 Rev. Mr. Osborn's daughter Elizabeth married for her first husband, 
William Myrick, a master mariner of Harwich, in 1733.   He was lost at sea, 
leaving three children.   He second husband was William Paine, Esq., a 
merchant at Eastham, whom she married in 1745.  He died at Louisbourg 
in 1746, leaving an infant son, whom she named William, who grew up to 
manhood, and became an eminent school teacher.   He died in 1812, and 
left a number of children, among whom was the author of "Home, Sweet 
Home."   For her third husband she married Mr. Edmund Doane of 
Eastham, in 1749, by whom she had a number of children.   He 
descendants are quite numerous and highly respectable.  Mr. and Mrs. 
Doane died in Barrington, N.S. 
 Mr. Osborn's place of residence while engaged in the ministry at South 
Eastham is not now clearly known.   The town ordered the building of his 
house at "Pochy" in 1719, and it was erected and given to him as was 
agreed, when he consented to the settlement. 
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