


[1898-12-30; obituary of Mercy W. (Whelden) Thacher[34]; probably from the Harwich 
Independent :] 

HARWICH CENTRE. 
MRS. SOLOMON THATCHER PASSED AWAY FRIDAY MORNING. 

  The death of Mrs. Solomon Thatcher occurred at her late home in this 
village Friday morning, of heart failure, at the ripe age of 81 years and one 
month.  Those who have known her best in the last years of her life have 
watched her gradual decline in health.  During the long period of her late 
husband’s distressing sickness prior to his death[35], she gave of her 
strength and anxious care more than her frail constitution could bear, and 
since that time – eleven years ago – she has slowly lost ground until the final 
collapse of her physical system a week before her death. 
  Mrs. Thatcher, a native of South Dennis, was Mercy W. Whelden before 
her marriage, daughter of the late Miller and Mary Whelden.  In 1835 she 
married Solomon Thatcher of Yarmouth and later came to Harwich to 
reside, spending the remainder of their years here.  Mr. Thatcher was a 
prominent citizen, representing the town in the Legislature, and is well 
remembered at the present time.  Two children were born to them – George 
and Mary.  The former died at four years of age; the latter, the wife of Mr. 
Gustavus C. Robbins, survives them. 
  Mrs. Thatcher was one of a large family of nine brothers and sisters.  
Those surviving her are John D. and Russell Whelden of Haverhill, Mass., 
Warren and Annie P. Whelden and Mrs. Charles G. Baker of South Dennis.  
The deceased brothers are Reuben, Obed and James. 
  Mrs. Thatcher and her late husband were members of the Congregational 
church of this village, and both were Sabbath School teachers many years.  
They united with the church in the days of the great revival under Rev. 
Charles Adams more than fifty years ago.  Mrs. Thatcher sent her greeting, 
being then 81 years of age, in to the last Roll Call and Supper, Nov. 10, on 
the 151st anniversary of the church.  She prayed constantly for the pros-
perity of the church and for its members, and was held by all in great 
respect. 
  Mrs. Thatcher was noted for many amiable characteristics.  She was 
emphatically a home-body; she loved her home and was dearly devoted to its 
interests and her family circle.  She was a model house keeper in every 
respect as long as she was able to carry along her domestic duties.  She was 
fond of plants and flowers and cared for them with untiring zeal to the last.  
Being apt with the needle her handiwork took many artistic forms pleasing 
to the eye and adorning the homes of family and friends.  She was ever 
industrious, willing and anxious to make sacrifices for others, though her 
impaired health was often a reluctant barrier in the furtherance of her good 
intentions.  She was highly esteemed, and in her death the entire commun-

                                                 
34  Her death date is given in the Harwich Town Books, as 30 Dec 1898, age 81y, of Chronic Nephritis. 
35  Solomon Thacher died in Harwich, 29 Oct 1887, age 73y of dropsy. 



ity feel a personal loss, realizing that still another member, valued for her 
kind, hospitable and saintly spirit, has been removed from our midst. 
  On Dec. 10, 1885, Mr. and Mrs. Thatcher observed the 50th anniversary 
of their marriage by a golden wedding. 
  To the family circle we extend our sympathy.  They have lost a mother 
whose goodness was a blessing to them every day and every hour, and 
whose patience, love and watchfulness can come from no other source, but 
is forever absent.  How great is the “aching void” they, only, can know. 
  The funeral took place from the house at half past twelve yesterday 
(Monday) P.M.    Rev. George Y. Washburn, pastor of the Congregational 
Church, officiated.  Burial at South Dennis. 
  The family request the favor in these columns of an expression of thanks 
to each and all the neighbors and friends who rendered assistance during 
the illness of Mrs. Thatcher and since her death, and who have shown their 
sympathy and love in so many ways. 
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