


[1893-12-11; obituary for Capt. Richard Matthews; probably from the Yarmouth 
Register :] 

CAPT. RICHARD MATTHEWS. 
The sudden death of Capt. Richard Matthews, on the 11th inst., removes 

one of the ablest and best known of our Cape ship-masters.  His sea exper-
ience covered a period of nearly fifty years.  As I enjoyed the personal 
acquaintance and friendship of Capt. Matthews for forty-seven years, sailing 
several years in the same employ – first in that of R. Lincoln & co., of 
Boston, and later in life in that of Messrs. Howes & Crowell – I desire to offer 
my tribute of respect and affection to his high qualities as a man, and 
appreciation of his ability as a ship-master.  My memory of him runs back 
to the time when he as assuming his rank as an officer.  He came to Dennis 
and appeared at our old meeting-house with some of his friends on Sunday, 
sitting in the gallery among the young women, as was the fashion at that 
time.  He was then chief officer of a brig having the odd name of Pocket, 
commanded by Capt. Elijah Howes, a cousin of mine.  The young Richard 
was then in the full flush and vigor of manhood, and “rejoicing like a strong 
man to run a race.”  This was, I judge, in 1824.  The promise of his early 
years was well borne out by his subsequent career.  He was soon in com-
mand of the brig Norfolk, a small vessel of some 150 tons, running between 
Boston and Norfolk.  This first command, he has often told me, gave him 
more pleasure and a deeper sense of responsibility than any other ever 
afforded.  During his long service at sea he had charge of many fine ships, 
notably the Ringleader, in which vessel he made some very successful 
voyages.  His voyages extended to all quarters of the globe.  While in charge 
of the ship Harrisburg, on a voyage to the Levant, he touched at the port of 
the ancient Joppa.  This is the sea port of Jerusalem, and Capt. Matthews 
availed himself of the opportunity to visit the Holy City.  In 1861 he took 
charge of the school ship Massachusetts.  This office he retained several 
years, giving it up finally to Capt. Martin L. Eldridge, when he assumed 
command of the George M. Barnard, in the same service. 

Since his retirement from this office he has lived the life of a ship-master 
on shore, out of active business.  He was a member of long standing of the 
Boston Marine Society, having joined in 1850.  Only two captains from 
Yarmouth antedate him in the roll of membership, viz., Oliver Eldridge and 
Thomas Ryder.  He was a trustee of the society, and was highly esteemed by 
his fellow trustees and the members generally.  At the last annual meeting 
of the society, on the 14th of November, Capt. Matthews was present and 
appeared in fine health, greeting his friends with all his accustomed hearti-
ness and cordialty.  We conversed of his early life at the “Weir,” and the 
changes time had wrought since he and his brothers attended school at the 
brown school-house on the hill above his father’s house.  The “Weir” then as 
essentially a “Matthews” neighborhood, Matthews and Bray the predomina-
ting names.  A strong tincture of Puritanism lingered among these families.  
Capt. Samuel Matthews, Sr., was the deacon of the church; so was his son 



Samuel, and also Nathaniel, his second son.  Men, all of them, of purity of 
life and integrity of character, the sturdy old type of our fathers, and men of 
whom any community might well be proud. 

The class of ship-masters of which Capt. Richard Matthews was so 
worthy a representative is fast departing.  The romance is fast fading out of 
a seafaring life.  Gallant ships are converted into coal barges and strung 
along behind a tug boat and towed to their destination, where full-rigged 
brigs with clouds of snowy canvas once bounded over the billows.  All the 
conditions of seafaring life have changed since Capt. Matthews made his 
first voyage with Capt. Thomas Hedge, in 1823, in a square-rigged vessel.  
The improvements in the rigging of vessels since he commenced his career 
apply to all parts of the navigation of ships, and while the service is render-
ed less severe the poetry has long been eliminated to a great extent.  Among 
the eminent ship-masters that have gone out form old Yarmouth, Capt. 
Richard Matthews deserves and will always hold an honorable rank.  The 
warmth of his heart made him many friends among the young people, and 
many will have their sensibilities touched at the news of his death. 

  Dennis, Dec. 17, 1893.     T. P. H.[41] 

 

                                                 
41  Thomas Prince Howes. 
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