




Letter from Lydia to sister Susie; envelope postmarked “Beaver, Ida”, with date 
illegible; addressed to “Miss Susie S. Howes, East Dennis”; letter in pencil, faint & 

faded: 
            
 Beaver  Aug 27th 1884. 
Dear Sue 
  I received your letter Sunday.   Charlie sent Father a registered 
letter last week.   he gave it to Thomas to mail the day they went to Beaver 
but he put it in his pocket and did not think of it again until he got up to 
Butte several days afterwards.   he left it there to be sent and Mr Trask was 
to take the receipt.   let me know if he gets it all right.   Thos got back 
Monday P.M and Tuesday morning he and his men went over to the new 
location to begin to put up the buildings.   he is going to put our house up 
first and I suppose they will all live in it until I go over there and it will be as 

[over page] dirty as it can be the same as this one was.   but it wont make 
much difference    I shall probably be there only a few weeks at the longest 
and you have to get to see Dr Phillips I wish you would tell him to put up for 
Charlie 4 or 6 bottles of medicine & send by express to Beaver, and tell him 
to hurry it up, you know he is so slow.   he has been out of it since I first 
came and now he begins to feel those old troubles again    I want he should 
have it for he was certainly better while he was taking it.   I thought perhaps 
he come to Uncle Lothrop now and you might see him.   The mill is shut 
down today to clean out the boiler, but the teams are all at work so that it is 

not very quiet.   they are hauling logs from quite [next page] near and you 
can hear the fellows that drive the oxen all the time    I suppose Eliza is 
enjoying her visit with you now.   I would like to be there myself.   I am glad 
you liked the patchwork    perhaps I will make another square.   What is Mr 
Homer going to do in Brockton, the same as he has there or don’t you hear 
anything about that.   I suppose they will be very private about it all.   Chas 
went to Beaver Sunday but I did not go    I felt very tired and thought it was 
most to hard work.   I sent Free some gum that Jimmy brought up and 
wanted I should mail for him, said I must tell him to divide it with Susie.   I 
sent some to Mary too.   I will bring plenty of it when I come home.   There is 

not much for me to write.   we do not begin to have any cold weather [over 

page] yet.   Hope it will keep off until after I go.   With kisses for the girls and 
love to all 
             
 your loving sister 
             
  Lydia 
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