






Letter, from Mrs. B. F. Hallet[1] to Mrs. Lydia H. Hall; both letter and envelope edged in 
black; stamped envelope, postmarked “Plainfield, Mass., Dec 9 1884” to “Mrs. Lydia H. 

Hall, East Dennis”: 
            
 Plainfield Dec 8th / 84. 
Dear Mrs Hall. 
  Your very welcome letter is received, many thanks to you for 
remembering me.   I was very glad to hear from you and learn your health 
was improving.   I have often thought of you, and wished I could see you.   I 
had not heard of your return from the “West” but Oh! the loneliness and the 
sadness of coming home after the loss of loved ones, and not find them 

there, with loving hearts and smiling countenance to [over page] welcome 
us, is sad indeed, no one that has not been called to pass through similar 
sorrow can have any idea of our grief.   I never knew a Mother’s love, but as 
I have parted with a dear, kind loving companion I think I can sympathize 
with you my dear friend.   I well know your love for dear Brenard was very 
strong, he was always so kind, pleasant, and agreeable, to all, he always 
talked of his dear Mother in such a loving, affectionate manner, that made 
one respect him from my first acquaintance with him.   We all thought a 
great deal of him, and felt his death very much, and let me assure you as 

you sorrow you are not alone [next page] in your grief, but you have my 
heart felt sympathy, and I shall always have the most pleasant recollections 
of him.   You ask me if I would like his Photograph    it would please me very 
much indeed.   I have often thought I would like one but thought it might be 
asking too much, as you have so many dear friends to remember, I shall 
appreciate it very much. 
  I am undecided how long I shall remain here, but I may stay a 
month, or two longer.   My Mother is very feeble, and requires some one with 

her all the time.   She thinks so much of having me with her, that [over 

page] it is quite hard for me to think of leaving her.   Maria & Louise are 
keeping house.   They have a good girl in the kitchen and two Lady boarders 
with them    they write me they are getting along very well, but it is lonely for 
them, and they are not accustomed to so much care. 
  I hope and trust we may meet again.   When I return I will let you 
know, so that when you are in Boston you can come and visit me.   I have 
thought some of selling my home in Concord St, but I may not.   Please give 
my kind regards to your dear Father & Mother, & Brenards little Sisters he 

talked about so much.   he loved them [end of page; remainder in margin of first 

page] I shall always be very happy to hear from you.   address Plainfield 
Mass.   With much love from your ever true and loving friend 
            
 Mrs B. F. Hallet. 
Plainfield 

                                                
1  Not identified. 
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