






Letter from Lydia to husband Charlie Hall; stamped envelope, postmarked “East Dennis, 
May 24 1886”, addressed to North Powder, OR, was received there on 31 May and 

redirected back to East Dennis, as Charlie was now dead; this is her last letter to him; 
letter in pencil: 

            
 East Dennis  May 24th 

 
My Dear Husband, 
  I received your letter of the 18th this noon.   If you could have it as 
warm as it is here now I think it would soon melt the snow so that you 
would have water enough to run your logs down.   I think it is almost as 
warm as it was last year a month later.    everything is looking beautiful and 
I only wish you was here.   I have written Sears today about the rent.   he is 
not as prompt as he was at one time, and I am out of funds and want the 
money.   the $10. got here all right.   I am glad that you are more pleasantly 
situated as far as the living goes than you was at Beaver    that is better 
than nothing    I dont [over page] suppose you have to board your men now.   
Did you know before they came that Davis son and nephew were coming 
with them    I suppose their son came out with the nephew.   Jimmy came 
home from Chatham Sat night    has got through with that road job    they 
were very much pleased with the work and the time he done it in.   gave him 
$25. for this week and paid his expenses.    he has taken another job down 
there but has until Sept 1st to do it.    some one has a low piece of ground 
that they want graded to make into mowing, and he thinks perhaps he can 
get another road contract down there next Fall.   There has been a big fire in 
Yarmouth woods been burning for several days, mostly on the south side of 
the town.   Uncle Freeman told Father this morning that it had burnt over 
about 40 acres for him.  [next page]  Eddie Crowell has sold Chriss house to 
Ossie Snow.   Warren Chases wife was pretty high because he did not sell it 
to her, she went to his house and talked pretty loud.   Sue went to Boston 
Friday morning and came back Sat. night.    she stopped in Brockton when 
she went up to see Mr Homers family.   they think that Minnie is really 
improving and they have great hopes that she will recover but she is terribly 
bad off and it seems as if it must be years before she could get where she 
could enjoy anything and have to suffer so much, no one can imagine how 
much.    if it was me it seems to me that I should feel that life was not worth 
the struggle she wil have to make to keep it.   I cant keep her out of my 
mind.   sometimes people live through so much and so long and the [over 
page] others go out so quick, when we want to keep them so much    why is 
it. 
  I think I will write to those parties about the furs and see if they 
will buy them at all.   can see what they say and then send them.   if they 
will give a fair price I think it would be better to sell them, because if we 
should want more you could buy them out there I suppose.   will keep out 



enough to make the girls their setts.    Laura Smalley (that was)[1] has a son 
born about a week ago.   I has been a long time since there has been 
anything here to stir up so much talk as that has[2].   Myra and Austius wife 
are coming the middle of next month.   Hope you will keep well and write 
often.   with lots of love 
            
 your dear wife  Lydia 
 

 

                                                
1  William Sears (b. Dennis, res. East Dennis, 20y, farmer, 1st marr., s/o Heman & Olive) & Laura A. Smalley (b. 
Dennis, res. East Dennis, 17y, 1st marr., d/o James A. & Elizabeth F.) were married in East Dennis, by Rev. Thomas 
Dawes, on 7 March 1886.  The son, born 19 May 1886 in East Dennis, was named Harold Sears. 
2  The scandal is the short lapse of time, 2½ months, between the marriage and the arrival of the baby. 
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