




Letter from Prince Howes to Susie S. Howes; no envelope: 
            
 Beverly May 30 1886 
Miss Susie S  Howes 
  The sad news of Mr Halls death received by your Postal came to us 
so unexpected and its effect upon Lydia so much in her feeble state of 
health so much to be dreaded that it is with profound sorrow that I 
undertake to write you a few lines    I feel a sense of personal loss which I 
cannot describe    he has since his Fathers death seemed to me more like a 
brother than cousin and his place in my affections can never be filled.   The 
short visit he made me this Spring was filled with pleasure and his splendid 

and charming presence more than ever captivated me [over page] and from a 
few intimations he made in regard to business I have looked forward to the 
possibility of his permanent removal to the East when I could come into 
more frequent communication with him.   But the fates have deemed 
otherwise    our life battles have got to be fought out without his presence     
I was about to write without his assistance but of this I am in error as it is 
possible that his dear spirit can do more for us now than before.   Lydia and 
the poor fatherless children have our boundless sympathy and she will have 
the sympathy of every body who knew her late husband as he was one of 
those rare men whose personal bearing attracted the people to him.   I wish 

when you [next page] obtain the particulars you would write me in full in 
regard to his death.   I should like to attend the funeral if his body is sent to 
the Cape which I think will be hardly possible.   I was expecting to receive 
another visit from him before he left for the West and I had watched the 
Register every week to see if I could learn of his leaving the Cape and as I 
had not seen it I thought perhaps he had not gone and was thinking to write 
to ascertain. 
             
 Very Truly Yours 
             
  Prince Howes 
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