










[1916-02-28 – letter from R. B. Baker to Susie; stamped envelope, postmark "28 
Feb 1916, Kealakekua, Hawaii"; addressed "Mrs. Susie F. B. Harding, South 
Dennis"; return "R. B. Baker, Kealakekua, Hawaii":] 

           
 Kealakekua, Kona, Hawaii 
            
 February 26, 1916 
My Dear Friend Susie: - 
 Our letters mush have passed each other on the way, so you 
received it soon after writing I am sure.  Your letter came to me only 
three days ago, but as I know it must seem [over page] very tedious to 
lie on the bed and sofa for such a long time, I am going to answer by 
the very first mail.  You will remember we only have a mail once a 
week except when there happens to be an extra steamer or lumber 
vessel.  Yes, I am seventy-one.  I am so thankful I can still help a 
little.  I do not expect to do a great deal more, but it is good to know 
"They [next page] also serve who only stand and wait."   You by your 
cheerfulness and trust I am sure can "serve," while you lie upon your 
sofa, and show to your callers that God is "a very present help."  My 
he be very near you dear Susie and may you be very conscious that 
the "Everlasting Arms" are "underneath."  Yes, you certainly have, as 
you say, "many blessings."   I have thought much of late of one [over 
page] poor friend Lizzie Small.  She seemed such a faithful Christian, 
and we thought her father so well off.  I wish I could do something for 
her, but our work makes so many demands.  What a difference in her 
circumstances and yours!   How good God is to you an dme that we 
are not as she is, in actual want! 
 We are all quite well.  I wish I could bring Ruth in to see you.  I 
know you would enjoy her.  She is a great talker.  I have [next page] to 
preach tomorrow, and Bert goes 3 miles north.  He only preaches once 
this time, sometimes he has to preach three times.   No, we have had 
but two or three who have joined the church since the large number I 
wrote about, and most of them are gone from Kona now, on account 
of the sale of the sugar plantation.   We voted 23 letters of dismission 
in one day not long ago, and recommendation [over page] to a church 
on another island.  So you see we rejoice one day and sorrow another.  
Do you read very much, or does the nurse read to you?  It is tiring to 
read lying down I think, at least for very long at a time.  I hope you 
may be kept comfortable until the dear Lord calls you home.  As you 
say, we are getting "nearer."  Then thro' the peace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ who forgives us so freely, we shall meet Him and all who have 
loved Him and served Him [remainder in margin of first page] here.  
Charlie Underwood was older than you, was he not?   It seems as if he 
might have done all he as capable of doing for God!  But who of us do 



all we can?  "Nothing in my hand I bring, Simply to thy cross I cling" 
is all any of us can say.   With much love and much sympathy 
           
 your aff friend 
            
 Ruth B. Baker[1] 

                                                
1  Ruth8 Bangs (Nickerson) Baker – b. Dennis 20 Feb 1845; d/o Gorham Nickerson & Polly Young Bangs; 
d. Hawaii, 5 May 1928; m. Dennis, 11 Feb 1869, Capt. Moses Baker (1825-1873; s/o Joshua Baker & Eliza 
Chase).  The "Bert" referred to in the letter was their only child, Dr. Albert Sherburne Baker, b. 15 Aug 
1871, a missionary preacher in Hawaii. 
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