




[Essay 3-3; essay by “Lydia Howes, Composition, No. 25”:] 
Ought the liberty of the press to be restricted? 

  Every one, who has made much advancement in science, knows 
that nearly all the knowledge he has obtained concerning things that are out 
of the reach of his own observation he is indebted to the press for obtaining 
it.   If there was a restriction laid upon the press allowing only certain things 
to be published it would give rise to contentions and quarrels by the 
dissatisfaction it would give to some so that it might be the means of over 
throwing our government but as long as the press is free if certain things 
are not published which particular individuals wish to have the blame can 
be affixed to no one as there is as much liberty for one as another.   Perhaps 
there is no invention that is of more utility to the world than the art of 
printing.   Before this invention the books were all written by hand but by 
the means of the press we are now free from that labour.   the time which 
would be spent in copying can now be spent in learning the contents of 
books.   There is no doubt but that there is much published which is of no 
use to any one but has an immoral tendency; if there could be a restriction 
laid upon the press allowing nothing of this character to be published 
perhaps it might be [over page] well but there are many things which some 
consider immoral and others do not and if one should be publish something 
of this kind by one thinking that was not disregarding the law others might 
publish something of a worse character and say that it is no worse than 
some others published [interlined: “printed”] so that in a short time all would 
publish what they saw fit to whether it was moral or immoral, so the 
restriction would be of no use 
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