




[Essay 7-1; by “Lydia Howes”:] 
Slavery 

  What is slavery?   is it not taking the image of our Maker made for 
glory, honor and immortality, and reducing him it to a level with the brutes, 
and making him it a mere fixture of the soil, holding no other relation to 
society, than that of property?   It may be regarded as one of the foulest 
deeds committed by man.   Look at the United States and at her 
constitution, which is designed to establish justice and domestic 
tranquillity, then look at the crime, which is so degrading to her character, 
which she, herself has risen up in defence of her civil liberties, now to 
enslave now to enslave another portion, of the human race; trampling upon 
the heaven conferred rights of man, subjecting him to a direful situation of 
physical, moral and intellectual degradation.   Are we not all of us morally 
bound, to use our efforts to unrivet these chains, and burst asunder, the 
iron bands which are laid upon him by his oppressors?   Is it not the duty of 
men, of Americans, to raise our voices and show our nation the ill 
recompense that she will receive if she continues in her transgressions?   
The color of the skin is no reason why he should be held as property, for he 
has a mind (if rightly cultivated), as susceptible of improvement as the 
people of other nations, if only taught the principles of education, and other 
principles by which his conduct should be regulated.   But by being kept in 
ignorance they are inferior, and many pass through life without a knowledge 
of Jehovah, not knowing his power and greatness, that the stupendous 
works, above and around us are the monuments of his hands, and ignorant 
of the homage they owe to him    they end life, without regard of him.   
Instead of opposing those, who are engaged in devising means, for effecting 
their relief, they should endeavor to influence those who are prejudiced 
against setting them at liberty; and if the golden rule “Do unto others as you 
would wish others to do unto you” were strictly adhered to; we should no 
longer hear the cry of the fettered captive, but the joyous sound of freedom 
would be heard in every land.  
             
 Lydia Howes. 
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