






[1882-05-21; letter from Seth Sears to mother Sarah; envelope addressed to “Mrs. 
Nathan Sears, East Dennis, ‘Cape Cod”, Mass.”; postmarked “Westerly, R.I., May 
21, 8 PM”:] 
             
 Westerly, May 21, 1882 
             
 Dixon House, 10 oclock 

My dear Mother, --  
 I received Nane’s letter this morning, and in it he wrote that you had sent 
my stockings, - if so I have not received them.   Perhaps they have gone to 
keep company with my umbrella.   Mrs. Stillman brought her bird into my 
room this morning so that it might have the benefit of the sun, and it sings 
so loudly that it almost deafens me. 
 If it only continues to be as warm as it is this morning, we shall soon be 
able [page] to do without a fire, and I shall be rather glad then, for I am 
somewhat tired building fires – exit. 
 It is now past five.   since writing the above I have been to church and 
Sunday School, and for an hour and a half walk.  While taking the latter I 
succeeded in picking quite a bunch of violets.   There doesn’t seem to be 
any part of this section of the country were these flowers cannot be found 
 I bought a large book on Botany a week or two ago, as I thought I might 
have a little time to devote to that subject as the Spring and Summer 
advanced, but every thing has been so [page] backward thus far, that I am 
afraid I shall have to devote all of my time to the regular school work for the 
rest of the term.   Just one calendar month from today and school closes.   
It doesn’t hardly seem possible, but I suppose it is so; - and there is so 
much work to be done too; it will be impossible to do it as thoroughly as it 
ought to be.   I think I shall unite the whole school in all the studies soon, 
and then it will be crowd and cram I expect. 
 I gave the order yesterday to have the organ taken away, but as he didn’t 
have any use for it he may let us have it awhile [page] longer for nothing. 
 Last Friday eve I made a call on the Misses Norcross and Chamberlin, 
two of our teachers, the same who were here the first of the year.   If I only 
smoked, I might have laid in a stock of cigars this morn, as one of the 
young men went off on the six oclock train last night and came back 
wedded, so he gave the rest a little benefit. 
 You asked me if I should remain here another year, probably I shall not 
know until the last of the term, as I don’t care to broach the subject.   If Mr 
Adams should stay he would want me to also; but the Trustees may think 
diff. so I know nothing about it.   [Remainder written in margins.] Tell Henry he 
mist change the is to are, the is wh. is before the word remarks in his 3rd 
item of last week, and place the 2nd part of his quotation markes after the 
word storm. 
 Did you invest in any carpeting? 



 Suppose G & M are with you now.   will they remain thro’ the summer?   
I shall look for a letter about the middle of the week. – Am going to supper 
now.    

Goodby, love to all  S. S 
 Wish I had Gospel Hymns No 1 as there is to be a singing service at the 
church this eve, & partly out of that book 
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