










[1882-06-04; letter from Seth Sears to mother Sarah; envelope addressed to “Mrs. 
Nathan Sears, East Dennis, Barnstable co., Mass.”; postmarked “Westerly, R.I., 
Jun 4, 8 PM”; included in letter is a printed folded sheet, containing the “Order of 
Exercises” of GAR Post No. 18, at Westerly, for Decoration Day, 30 May 1882:] 
             
 Westerly, June 4, 1882 
             
 Dixon House, -  4-20 

My dear Mother, 
 We are just having the last of a second quite severe thunder showers; the 
first was this noon and the Sunday School was adjourned so that most of 
us were housed before it came down in torrents, but before I had finished 
my dinner it was clear again.   Every thing looks beautifully now.   I thought 
that the vegetation here was much more forward than at home.   The fruit 
trees have been in blossom for [page] time, and the grass will be ready to 
mow in time. 
 Yesterday and Fri. eve, I made out a set of examination questions, which 
I shall pass into Mr. Adams tomorrow for acceptance.   I thought that he 
was to make one half of them, but he changed his mind, and desired to do 
that agreeable work only in arithmetic.   In the afternoon I went to the 
quarry and received the crystal wh. was promised to me the week before.   C 
said that she would keep her eyes open on her travels.   I was surprised, 
and then again I wasn’t, to see F. and C. at my school-room door last [page] 
Wed. afternoon.   I had a delightful visit from them, and I was only sorry 
that it rained Thurs. morn, as they had to remain in the house until train 
time, but they left a note saying that they enjoyed it – reading, &c. 
 The exercises of last Tues. passed off very successfully, if one should use 
such language in describing such exercises.   The procession formed in 
front of the hotel and I had a good view of it from the balcony.   The flower-
carriage was very pretty.   The hall was packed in the evening and the 
orator did his work well.   After he had been talking [page] about five 
minutes, the stage curtain came rumbling down and separated the speaker 
and other dignitaries from the audience.   All preserved their mental 
equilibrium however, and it was soon forgotten 
 I received a letter from Nane the last of the week telling of his safe arrival 
at Blair.   I shall write him soon if not today. 
 Mr. Bailey doesn’t know but what he will have to pay 30 cts per pound 
for all his steak, as the market man has almost decided to raise.   Mrs 
Conley asked for steak the night C. was here and couldn’t get any, and they 
were going to leave but Mr. Bailey wanted [page; remainder in various margins] 
them to remain awhile longer and he would make some arrangements.   I 
made out their bill and I surely thought that we should lose them. 
 Mr. Conley has begun to ship some more ore, but the strike of the iron 
workers is very much against them at present. 
 I put on my light suit for the first time yesterday; and bot me a straw hat 
& light shoes for summer 



 Shall write Auntie of my intended visit some time next week.   Guess 
Harry wants to read “A little bird built a warm nest in a tree.” &c. according 
to C. account.   Hope to hear tomorrow    Goodby    S. S 
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