
[1872-06-08; will of Stephen Homer:] 
 I, Stephen Homer of Dennis in the County of Barnstable and state of Massachusetts 
having now lived considerably past the three square and ten years usually assigned as the 
limits of human life and being still in good health and in sound disposing mind and memory; 
after expressing my acknowledgements to that kind Providence which has guided and 
directed my steps through so many years of almost uninterrupted good health, and which has 
preserved me through so many dangers seen and unseen; do not proceed to dispose of the 
good things of this world with which I have been blessed and for this purpose do make and 
ordain this as my last will and testament in manner and form following Viz: I give and 
bequeath to my son in law Darwin Barnard of Boston Ten dollars which I wish him to 
expend for some such article as he may choose to keep in remembrance of me as well as in 
remembrance of the great loss we all sustained in the death of his wife and our beloved 
daughter. 
 After my decease and after my just debts and funeral charges have been paid, I give and 
bequeath to my wife Mary R. Homer the use and improvement of all my estate both real and 
personal so long as she shall remain my widow and it is my wish that she should continue to 
live in much the same way that we have here to fore done and hope that the income from this 
improvement will be sufficient with strict prudence and economy to enable her to do so; But, 
as it is impossible to foresee what unfortunate circumstances may occur, if this improvement 
should prove to be insufficient for that purpose, then she may use, or dispose of, such parts of 
the principal as may be necessary for her comfortable support and maintenance. 
 After the said Mary R Homer is no longer my widow either in consequence of death or 
otherwise I then give and bequeath all that may then remain of my estate to my four children 
and one grandchild Viz: Elisha R. Homer, Thankful H. Sears, Margaret J. Howes, Mary C. 
Sears, and my grand daughter Mary C. Homer to be equally divided between them with this 
exception that if my said daughter Thankful H. Sears should so choose she may have the 
dwelling house and the lot on which it stands and the out buildings standing in the back yard, 
and if she chooses to take the house she shall also have the garden and orchard which are 
now inclosed in a board fence and lying to the North East of the house.   She is to have these 
if she so chooses even if they should be considered of greater value than an equal share with 
my other children.   Her choice is to be made within one year after my decease 
 I do hereby constitute and appoint my said wife Mary R. Homer the executrix of this my 
last will and testament with the request that she be not required to give bonds or to return our 
inventory to the Probate Court. 
 In testimony whereof that this is my last will and testament written with my own hand I 
the said Stephen Homer have hereunto set my hand and seal this Eighth day of June Eighteen 
hundred and seventy two. 

Stephen Homer 
 Executed signed and sealed and published and declared by the said testator to be his last 
will and testament in presence of us who in his presence and in presence of each other at his 
request subscribe our names as witnesses.         Dean Sears 

Paul S. Sears 
Augustus Crowell 
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