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 Capt. Nathan Sears died at his home in East Dennis on June 11, 1904.   He was born in E. 
Dennis Aug. 30, 1821, the son of Edmund and Betsey (Crowell) Sears, and was seventh in 
lineal descent from Richard Sears, the Pilgrim, the first of the name to settle in New England.   
He was married in July 1844, to Miss Sarah C. Howes, who died in Nov. 1883.   Of their 
eight children five survive; - Henry H. Sears Esq. of E Dennis, Mrs Stillman F. Kelley of 
Cambridge, Mrs Myra Spear of ---------  Nathan C. Sears of Nebraska, and Seth Sears, Master 
of the Girls’ High School, Boston.   In Sept 24  1885 Mr Sears married Miss Julia F Long 
who survives him.  [page]  There is one great-grandson, Master Richard Sears of Cambridge.
 In early life Mr Sears followed the sea and was master of vessels engaged in the fishing 
industry; later he engaged in general store-keeping and in the outfitting and management of 
fishing vessels. 
 He was successful in business, Combining with enterprise and integrity rare powers of 
industry and direction 

Throughout his life he was engaged in the cultivation and improvement of his ancestral 
estate of field and meadow, orchard and woodland.   He was possessed of marvelous fource 
and unwearied activity, as unresting as the winds and tides he knew so well.   In every labor 
of husbandry he was a  pattern and leader; he knew the seasons, - when [page] to put the
plough to the soil and the scythe to the meadow. 
 As Justice of the Peace he was a dignified and faithful administrator of local law, and as 
conveyancer he became an authority upon the bounds and the history of properties.   He was 
greatly interested in local and family history, and upon these subjects possessed much 
information.   He was of that class of men who maintain the best traditions of families and 
places, whose deeds make for order and progress, and whose lives by their duration and by 
their wide interests, make the history of a community, and reaching beyond enter into the 
history of the commonwealth.   He was a liberal supporter of the church, of the public schools 
and a friend of every worthy cause.   [page] Never striving for public office, he gave to town
affairs the sagacity and public interest.   There were many by whom his cousel was sought 
and his judgment valued. 
 He was a man of large view; to great observation and experience he added the results of 
much reading, and he was always in touch with the world’s happenings. 

In the varied affairs of four score years he had “life sufficient for its duties.” 
 Reliant, upright of clear understanding, he was in every aspect of his character, a strong 
man.   In person and in qualities he showed forth the best traits of a feudal baron, - stalwart, 
noble, loving equity, a deedful man. [page]  Simple and dignified in his manner of life,
kindly in social relations, diligent in business, large in public spirit, benign and helpful to all, 
he seemed “the archetypal man, and what might be the amplitude of Nature’s first design.” 

As the season comes, and he, forgetting, walks the wonted ways no more, we almost feel 
that “something is gone from nature since he died, and summer is not summer, nor can be.” 
 His departure brings a great bereavement to family and friends, and a deep sense of loss 
to the community in which his long, useful and honorable life was spent.  
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