




[1877-06-28; letter from Mary C. Howes, wife of Allison, to brother-in-law James Sturgis 
Howes; no envelope:] 

             Omaha   June 28th / 77. 
Dear Brother James 
  I received yours of 22nd inst. yesterday afternoon    was sorry to hear that 
Allisons indebtedness would take all his share including the C yard.   I want 
to do that which is for the best.   I will sign a release of dower if the policy 
can be paid up and transfered to me, if you think that is the best thing that 
can be done.   Would it be best to see the secretary of the Co and find out all 
about it first and see if the policy is all right.   $40.00 annually will be better 
than nothing. 
  Glad to hear that [over page] Lydia arrived home all right.    tell her to 
write soon as she can 
  I suppose that Allison was in Deadwood last sunday if nothing happened 
to him as he was about 10 or 15 miles from there the 22d.   I hope they will 
do well but can not tell.   there is quite a number of saw mills going in    I 
heard there were six passed and I am affraid the business will be over done, 
but I think I am getting pretty well used to it by this time.   If they do not 
make anything (I was going to say I should not be much disappointed) but I 
suppose that I should.   if they make anything I shall be glad, and think I 
could appreciate it, for I don’t know how it would seem to have [next page] a 
little ready change, and not have to think and wait to see where and what is 
most needed first, or whether I should need it more for one thing then 
another. 
  I am glad to hear that Lydia is gaining if it is slow, only it will take her a 
longer time to get up and around.   Give my love to her and tell her I think of 
her so much    Marys school closed last Friday and this evening the 7 & 8 
grades have an exhibition, and she has to read and am busy fixing a dress 
for her to wear.   She will go in the High School next Sept.    I cannot stop to 
write more this time    hoping to hear from you soon again    give my love to 
all.   tell the [over page] girls all to write for I would like to hear from them at 
any time, for I am lonesome now that Lydia has gone.   tell her I see Tom 
yesterday and he had not heard from Charlie for over a week    I suppose 
she has long before this. 
             I remain 
              Your Sister 
               Mary C  Howes 
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