








[1858-01-28; letter from M. D. Ricker of ship “Colorado” to Joshua Sears:] 
             Rangoon  28th Jany 58 
Capt Joshua Sears 
  Ship “Wild Hunter” 
   Akyab 
    Friend Sears, 
     As I promised I would write you from this place, I take pleasure 
this Morning in dropping you a line and have to say that after a Months 
calm I at length anchored here day before yesterday Via Amherst.   I left 
Singapore the following Saturday after you did, at 7. oclock in the evening 
and had a most Miserable time all the way.   was 21 days to the Northward 
of Turks [-]yl[--] before I reached Amherst.   I hope you had much better 
luch than I did, and had a good passage up to Akyab.   I found Osgood here, 
had 24 days passage.   he has not commenced loading yet and has 180 Tons 
of Ballast in yet.   the “Charmer” has commenced loading.   Osgood & his 
wife are both well, and desire their regards to Capt Sears.    the Capt of the 
“Charmer” I have not seen, and dont expect to see him    I recon they are a 
queer Couple!   I know a little of him quite as much as I care to know but 
what kind of a woman is she?   does she always have the Belly Ache?   Mrs 
Esquevel said she had not seen her for nine days, and [over page] they being 
the only two American Ladies here and Lying about 300 yards apart it is 
somewhat si[n]gular    there is not sociability between them.   Osgood says 
they have been on board the “Charmer,” have visited them frequently, but 
she is always grunting, and he says, what do I want to go on board of your 
Ship for?    I have got ship enough of my Own – very gentlemanly that.   well 
I hope I shall be spared their acquaintance.   I have been on shore since 
have got enough of Rangoon and I think it is Just about the last place that 
ever was in existence.   Singapore is a paradise comparte to this in my 
estimation.   we are Lying three Miles from Rangoon, where we are to Load.   
the “Archer” is up at Rangoon, but will drop down here tomorrow, and I 
shall be glad when she comes.   I have been on board twice and enjoyed 
Myself.   last evening I found five American Ladies and two Gentleman there 
all Missionaries from Vermont    we had a very social time indeed.   they live 
about three miles from here, and we [--]tered to visit them shortly, having hd 
a very Cordial invitation to do so.   you have of Course heard of Whitneys 
Accident.   he ran ashore to the Eastward of this about 15 Miles, and was 
obliged to go to Calcutta, to repair    he was to sail from there about 25th 
Jany for this Place.  [next page] 
  I had a letter from Gray this Morning from Calcutta.   he is loading for 
Boston.    Tappan has sold out his establishment to Wheeler, who formerly 
commanded a steamer in the up River trade.    all the Masters are living on 
board so he says.   there are about 35 American ships there. 
  There is no freights here but a ship or two Might possibly get £3.10 to 
Europe.   Rice is Coming in very plentifully and is selling for 80 to 85 
Rupees    I hope to get a good despatch as part of My Cargo is ready, getting 



rich if ballast is the worst.   I am paying 75 cents a Ton to take mine away, 
and take it out with my Crew.   the Government pretends to take good stone 
Ballast from you free of Expence to you but they keep a ship Forever and 
sent the lighters when they choose.   as I said before the “Archer” has been 
here a Month discharging her Ballast in Gov. Boats, and has not got rid of 
half of it.   I took out 60 Tons yesterday my first days work.   I brought 280 
and was stiff as a Church!   I hope to begin in a day or two to take in Cargo. 
  I trust you will have good despatch in Loading, and that this will find you 
all right.    dont get away too soon as I [---]ant the start of you so I can see 
you again in Europe somewhere.   write me at once on receipt of this, or by 
return Mail [over page] and let me know all about you, how you are getting 
on, what kind of a time you had up, and who got there first you or the 
“Antilope”    tell me when you expect to get away, and any other news of 
interest or importance you may have to communicate    If I find you are 
going to be detained there any length of time, I shall write you again on the 
return of the Mail.   otherwise not. 
  In the mean time take good care of your self, and accept my best wishes 
for your future welfare and happiness always 
              Very faithfully yours 
               M. D. Ricker 
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