












[1859-04-28; several papers attached together with a seal, legal-sized, related to 
damages to the ship Hippogriffe:] 

 [1859-04-28; certification by Robert B. Campbell, Consul of the U.S. at London, 
that Capt. Peter John Reeves, a government Surveyor of Shipping, has inspected 
the Ship Hippogriffe of Dennis, Anthony Howes, Master.   He also certifies the 
endorsements of Captain Frederick Burnham, master of the Ship Bostonian of 
Boston, and Captain Edmund Hammond, master of the Ship Plymouth Rock, of 
New York.   Contains an elaborate seal.] 

 [1859—04-22; order from the London Consulate that Captains Reeves, 
Hammond and Burnham are to survey the Hippogriffe for damages sustained in 
the Java Sea and on passage from Singapore to London, which Ship is now lying 
in the Saint Katharine’s Dock, London.] 

 [1859-02-23; inspection report:] 
This is to Certify that by the request of Mr Anthony Howes 

Commander of the ship “Hoppogriffe” and notification from R. B. 
Campbell Esqr Consul of the United States of America for the port of 
London, We the undersigned proceeded on board the above ship lying in 
the St Katherine Docks, for the purpose of surveying and ascertaining 
the damage sa[i]d ship has sustained in consequence of having struck on 
a shoal in the Java Sea & Experienced very bad weather and struck by 
heavy seas on her passage from Singapore to this port, for particulars of 
which See log Book & Protest, found as follows,-, Jib boom badly broken, 
Fore topmast & Topgallant Mast carried away, Fore Yard & upper Topsail 
yard badly spring, Main Mast badly sprung and fished with spare spars 
and chains, One 9 Inch hawser cut up to secure ditto, Main top Gallant 
Mast & yard broken, Mizen Mast broken, the foremost house on deck, 
window frames & sashes smashed in by the Sea, Stays & rigging fore & 
aft much chafed, ship generally strained    The Captain also reports that 
all the studding Booms, Topmast backstays &c were washed overboard, 
& that nearly a whole suit of Sails were split & torn to pieces, and 
running rigging much cut & lost went the masts were carried away, & a 
number of Blocks lost. 

Recommend that after the Cargo is all discharged the ship be placed 
in dry dock for further Examination   Main & Mizen Masts taken out, the 
whole of Standing rigging be taken down & refitted, and the Foremast 
Examined. 

          Given under our hands in London 
          this 23rd day of Feby 1859. 
           P. J. Reeves 
            Surveyor of Shipping 
           Fredk Burnham 
            Master Mariner 

 [1859-03-10; another certification:] 
This is to certify that the mast & rigging being landed from the ship 

“Hippogriffe,” The undersigned by the request of Capt Howes, held a 



further survey on them, found as follows in addition to the former 
survey, Fore Mast badly sprung in two places, the Rigging burst, very 
badly stranded & chafed. 

Recommend to have three New Lower Masts and all the other spars 
replaced as per former survey, New fore & Main shrouds, fore, Main, & 
Mizen topmast backstays, Main topgallant backstays & Stay lower 
shrouds & backstay lanyards, lower & topsail yard lifts.   The following 
to be converted from the Old rigging, - Fore & Main Stays, Mizen 
Shrouds & Stay, Fore & Main topmast stays and shrouds, Fore top 
gallant Backstays. 

          Given under our hands in London 
          this 10th day of March 1859. 
           P. J. Reeves 
            Surveyor of Shipping 
           Fredk Burnham 
            Ship Bostonian 

 [1859-03-17; another certification:] 
This is to certify that the ship “Hoppogrieff” being placed in dry dock 

as recommended in the survey of the 23rd Unto in the St Katherine 
docks, The Undersigned by the request of Mr Anthony Howes, 
Commander, proceeded on board the above ship in Messrs Young & Cos 
dry dock, Limehouse found as follows, -, Lower part of outer stem, 7 feet 
up split 14 feet aft from the Stem, Fore piece of False Keel 30 feet gone, 
the remainder fore & aft nearly smashed to pieces, Two planks on port 
side Bow nearly cut through by the Rocks, 28 Sheets of metal & 7 feet of 
Stem rails on Port side broken, tried the Caulking in butts, Seams, flats, 
Wales & top sides, found them slack & open. 

Recommend the Metal be stripped off, ship hung in Shores, Tem, 
Keels & Planking made good, Caulked from Keel seam over all and other 
losses & damages replaced, lower deck & waterways to be Caulked 
likewise. 

          Given under our hands in London 
          this 17th day of March 1859 
           P. J. Reeves 
            Surveyor of Shipping 
           E  Hammond 
            Ship Plymouth Rock 
           Fredk Burnham 
            Ship Bostonian 

 [1859-04-20; another certification:] 
This is to certify that all the repairs on board the ship “Hippogriffe” as 

recommended in the survey of 23rd Feby 10th & 17th March, in the St 
Kathrine Dock, and Messrs Young & Co’s dry dock Limehouse have been 
executed in an efficient manner and that the ship is now in a proper and 
seaworthy state, and ready to proceed on her voyage 



          Given under my hand 
           this 20th day of April 1859 
            P. J. Reeves 
             Surveyor of Shipping 

  Charge ₤1.1. “ 
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