




[1860-02-17; letter from Charles Gumm of London to Prince S. Crowell:] 
             London  17 Feby 1860 
Prince S. Crowell Esqur 
  East Dennis. 
Dear Sir, 
  Your esteemed favour of the 14th Ultimo came duly to hand and I note all 
you say therein 
  During the past year I have made a practice of dividing half of my 
Commissions with the Owners of Ships upon all Charters effected by me 
(excepting Commissions upon ships laid on the berth in London for owners 
account) and of course I shall put you in the most favourable position     I 
therefore hand you a Draft for £36.3.4 being one half of what I received.   
The Charterer of the vessel as Captain Crowell knows took £31.13.4 and 
£10 as pr agreement leaving me £26.13.4 half of which I now send you     
and in any future business I shall of Course Credit you with half of what I 
make.    I did not [over page] make re[----] of Commission before last year 
and the last voyages of the “Scargo” and “Hippogriffe” are the only 
transactions I have had with your ships since the practice of division of 
Commissions Commenced 
  The inward business is scarcely worth attention at the price of ½% but I 
shall nevertheless place you on the most favourable footing and therefore 
have returned your half of that by the “Scargo.” 
  You will understand I do not give return Commissions to all ship Owners 
but only to those who give me preference before their ships arrive. 
  Business here is improving and will be good for next few months Certain, 
ships particularly first Class ones are getting scarce. 
             I remain Dr Sir 
             Your Obdt Servt 
             pr Chas Gumm 
              Wm Hunt 
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