






[1861-03-08; letter from Albert Smith to Prince S. Crowell:] 
             Washington, March 8. 1861 
Dear sir – 
  I am utterly confounded at the contents of your letter of the 4th – this 
moment received –   When I undertook the prosecution of your claim, I 
agreed with Maj. Phinney to carry it through & recover the amount for ten 
per cent on the sum you received – and to incur all the expenses of the Suit  
  I wrote, in the first place, two an elaborate argument, of which I have a 
copy, shewing clearly – the legality and justice of the demand – which I 
transmitted to Mr Toucey – fully believing he would not hesitate to pay it at 
once.   He returned the paper saying he could not overrule the decision of 
Mr Lenthall.   I wrote him again beseeching him to re examine it, and if he 
had doubts, to refer it to the Attorney General, or any other lawyer – as I 
was certain there could be no question of its legality in the mind of any 
lawyer.   To this I received no reply.    Subsequently, in the course of the last 
summer, I met you at the Counting room of Glidden & Williams, & told you 
that the claim was undoubtedly good against the Government [over page] 
and that I should prosecute it in the Court of Claims – or by a petition to 
Congress.   On reflection I concluded to adopt the latter Course, and 
accordingly prepared and presented the petition in your name.   You told 
me, at the Office of G. & W. to pursue which course I thought best.   The 
Committee to whom the Case was referred did not hesitate to allow the 
Claim, and requested me to draw up the bill and the Report for their 
signature.   This I did, and the case was as sure to pass as the sun was to 
shine. 
  This bill & Report were sent for by Mr Tousey.   I saw Mr Wiggin in 
Washington, & passed the time of day with, but he seemed to avoid me.   He 
gave no note, letter, or order from you, nor has Major Phinney, & your letter 
is the first intimation I ever had of them.   You never intimated to me by 
word or writing, your wish to withdraw the papers from me, and I am sure 
would not do so, without making me compensation for the time expended & 
expenses incurred in your behalf.   I should have recovered [next page] the 
claim, had it cost me three times the amount of the Small percentage I 
should have received under my agreement.   You have been galled by a great 
Scoundrel – & Mr Toucey paid him instead of me, because he was a toady of 
Buchanan. 
  Capt Howes knows well the efforts I made when he was here – the papers 
I wrote –  
  It was the Bill & Report which I obtained from the Committee which 
Stirred up the Secretary to pay the Claim –  
  Now, my dear Captain, you should have told me when I saw you in 
Boston that you wished to withdraw the papers from me.   You did not – and 
have never done so – and submit it to your Conscience as between man & 
man, what it is your duty to do – 
             Truly your Friend 



              Albert Smith 
Capt Prince S. Crowell 
NB  I would have been glad to have purchased the claim from you in Boston 
for a thousand dollars –  
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