




[1862-04-23; legal-sized letter from J. Ker at Fortress Monroe to Prince S. Crowell:] 
             Fortress Monroe  Va 
              23rd April 1862 
My Dear Sir 
  As I am in some degree of leisure to day, and thinking you might feela 
wish to know a part of the events of the day induces me to write with a hope 
that it will be agreeable to you to hear from me.   I Commenced upon the 
duties of my Office on Monday, and (by the by) which duties are by no 
means a sinecure, but not withstanding, I intend to see it out, as I have 
“shiped for the voyage” as Jack would say.   The day after my arrival 
(Saturday) the Fort at Sewell’s Point, opened a fire upon the Rip Raps, which 
of course was returned & their shells falling short ½ mile but ours going 
into their encampment.   Our Cannon was the Sawyer Rifled Guns.   Great 
of Course was the excitement here, which lasted from12 to 5 PM.   All of 
which I witnessed.   The rumor to day is that we intend to Shell them off of 
the Point just as soon as the Iron Clad Steamer Nawgatuck arrives, which 
Vessel is hourly expected.   The smoke of the Rebel camp we see, and with a 
glass the Sentinels on duty, their Camp only being 1½ miles off.   As far as I 
can glean from men from Yorktown, the Rebels have upon the peninsular, 
which is from the York, to the James River, a distance of 8 miles 130,000 
men, and we having in the vicinity 180,000, when these two Armies meet 
“then Comes the tug of war,” but rest assured we will whip them, & which is 
the belief of my friend Dr Cugler, who is posted by the officers from our 
lines, Some more or less of whom are daily here.   Yorktown is 24 Miles from 
this place.   The Vandrabilt Steven’s battery, and four Gunboats, and the 
Monitor, which Craft is the queerest looking [over page] thing you can 
imagine are here.   I doubt much if the Merrimac will ever Come down here 
again.    if she does it will be the last of her.   Seven of our Gun boats are up 
the York River.   The officers and men have great faith in Genl McClellan and 
would bet 5 to one upon him, all of which I am happy to hear.   My kind 
regards to Mrs & Miss Crowell, also to Mr Eastwood and family, and Eben 
and Mrs Howes, and to all of the folks.   Allow me to subscribe myself your 
             Sincere friend 
              J  Ker – 
It would have pleased me to have seen you when I passed through New 
York, but I was there but an hour.   Should you write, direct your letter, 
Care of Captn J. Mc. S. Taylor Commissary of Subsistance U.S.A.   Please say 
to Captn Ebin that I will send him as many Contrabands as well be 
necessary to Cultivate his Cranberry fields, as I well know he will take the 
very best Care of them, and as I am a good judge of the “darkie” they will be 
the very best kind of chaps – only requiring once a week 30 lashes, to be 
well put on their backs.   There are now here, from 1500 to 2000, and I feel 
in Consequence (momently Comeing in Contact with them) quite at home.   
A man and his family arrived here the last night from Swells Point glad to 
get off and state that no Coal was to be had in Norfolk and none to be had in 



Richmond, that is, but little.   The game seems to be nearly played out, or 
will be soon, if we get Yorktown –  
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