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[1850-06-06; letter from Myra Howes[1] to sister-in-law Hannah; no envelope:]
New Orleans June 6th 1850.

Dear Sister Hannah,
You have perhaps thought me negligent, in not writing you before, but as 

I thought you had about as many leisure hours as myself, have delayed it 
from one time to another, hoping, I might possibly, receive a few lines from 
you first; but when I heard from Lydia and Sarah, that you was more feeble, 
and hardly able  to perform the task, I felt no inclination, to defer the 
agreeable duty any longer.   I was really very sorry, to learn that your health 
was again declining, and fear that you did not take my advice last fall, in 
having some good Physician to see you,     however, you like myself, do what 
you think proper, and so we must hope for the best, and “have the event 
with an overruling Providence; but I” hope & trust, there will be no trouble 
or expense spared, to promote your restoration, & comfort, and I shall soon 
hear that you are again improving.   The Spring months, in our northern 
climate, you know are very trying to persons in ill health, and I should think 
it nothing strange, if you did not feel as well, for several weeks; but as the 
mild weather comes on, I can but hope, that you will again recruit up, and 
be well enough, to go another journey some when    I wish we could make a 
short visit to Bennington, and get some strawberries  & cream; I think a 
short journey, providing your health will admit, would be the best [next 
page] thing you would do, to improve your health; at any rate, ride out as 
often as you can.   I suppose you will think, I have already said enough in 
regard to your health, and would perhaps like to hear, how we all get along; 
Levi and Levi Anthony[2], are both very well, and as regards myself I think 
my health every way, better than when I left home, but do not think it 
agrees with me here, as well as at sea, or even in Havre, where it was so 
much colder.   We have not, as yet, been able to obtain any business for the 
Ship, that will pay for moving, and I tell Levi, that I shall not wait much 
longer for freights to rise, but take Levi A (soon as the weather gets very 
uncomfortable) and come home; at present, it is very healthy, and the 
weather remarkably cool for the season; still, I should not like to reamin 
here many weeks more.   Capt Carleton expects to sail for Cowes & a market 
in 5 or 6 days, and Capt J H Sears is going to the same place; but Levi 
thinks they cannot make any thing by going there, and indeed, he says, he 
should not know, which way to go, at present rates, to pay expenses; and so 
I expect, he will wait, as long as he think any way prudent, on account of 
sickness, and then do the best he can for all concerned.   Eunice C. spent 
the day with me yesterday, and appears remarkably well for her.   She 
thinks her health has improved very much since leaving home.   Lydia 
writes you have been rather unfortunate respecting girls this Spring, but 
perhaps you will have better luck next time, and find it for your advantage 

1  Myra Howes, wife of Hannah’s brother Levi Howes, was born 1 Jan 1818, daughter of Isaiah & Thankful (Sears) 
Howes.   She is here at sea with her husband and family.
2  Levi Anthony Howes, son of Levi & Myra, b. 13 Aug 1845.
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to have a change.    I really hope, you may not be troubled for want of help, 
as I fear Mother would soon be feeble too.  [next page]  I presume she is in 
usual health, though I fear nothing particular from her.   I think you must 
all feel rather lonely, to have so many of the boys go to California, and as for 
William F, I should hardly thought, he could left all his babies, for if they 
continue to grow as they have done; I think Betsey must have considerable 
of a task, to take care of them.   I should like very much to see them, and 
think they must look rather interesting on sesuit neck    I suppose Willie 
has amusement enough, without many other playthings; Levi Anthony 
thinks he should like to go and see them, and Grandfather Howes’s folks; he 
was very much pleased, with the word you sent by Sarah, and wanted I 
should show him the lines, where it told about Aunt Hannah.   I tell him, if 
you could know how many he had grown, you would not think, he had been 
corrected much since he left home; bu the has enjoyed himself first rate, 
both at sea, and in port, ever since he left home    yet now, he says he would 
like to go home, but wants Father and Mother to go with him; he has just 
come in the Cabin, and I asked him, what I must tell Aunt H-, and he 
replied pretty quick, tell her you wont whip me.   I have been looking for a 
letter from Susan, ever since I arrived, but have received none as yet. 
Please give our best respects to Father & Mother, likewise all the other 
relatives in the family, and accept for yourself, our best wishes for the 
restoration of your health, and many years of peace & prosperity, to fill up 
the remainder of your life,    Hoping to see all again soon I remain as ever 
your Affectionate Sister

Myra Howes.
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