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[1865-04-15; letter from Thomas F. Hall at Dansville, NY to his cousin; no envelope:]
Dansville.  Apr. 15th 1865

Dear Cousin
Your favor of – inst is at hand – do not doubt in the least but I would 

have a good time & visit “woods hole” next summer.   And if I have an 
opportunity will endeavor to do so – 

Have not heard from home for more than a week and dont know what 
is going on in that quarter.

I heard that Capt Willis Howes was at Capt Capt Cyrus’s with his leg 
broken – did you hear it.   I think he will have a hard time of it – 

Since the news of Lee’s surrender to Grant we have [over page] been in 
a moderate degree of excitement.

I had a letter from N. F. Smalley the other day, but dont say anything 
– He seems to be tremulous – 

I am having pretty good time here.   the weather is fine and we live out 
of doors most of the time.    had a dance last evening.   I presume it would 
surprise you to see us commence to dance at ½ past 5 when the sun is 2 
hours high – but we enjoy it and are to bed and to sleep by ½ past 8.

There is not many girls girls [sic] here now and consequently it is 
rather dry but we are looking for a new stock daily.

Is mr Shiverick at Mrs Hall now and does he [next page] think of 
building any new Ships if the War closes this summer.   I presume he goes 
home occasionally and brings you the news, does he not.

Persis thinks of getting married soon I believe.   good on her head. 
Wonder if Chris. thinks of it very seriously yet    How are you Polly?

I rather think I shall go home by July or August yet may stop longer. 
never felt better in my life than I do at present.   feel just like a new knife all 
the time.   Shall come out straight after a little.

have not heard from David yet am looking for a letter daily – 
Yours &c 

Thomas F. H-
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