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[1881-03-12; letter from Thomas F. Hall in Washington, DC, to “Uncle”; no envelope:]
Washington  DC

March 12th 1881
Dear Uncle,

I was reappointed by President Garfield yesterday as postmaster for 4 
years more

On my return home one week hence, I will have to get up a new bond. 
I have no trouble in getting it at Omaha.   But I think I shall try to get one 
up this time, outside of Omaha for the following reasons.

Every applicant for a position in my office, or in the federal service at 
Nebraska, appeal to my bondsman for their intersession with me, for my 
endorsement and support.   And of course I cannot refuse [over page] a 
request of so simple a matter from a person who is on my bond.

The consequence is, I am too much hampered, and my own office is 
filled up with such a class of persons as I would not select were I at full 
liberty to make the selections myself.

I am pleased to know that the Omaha office has a record here second 
to none in the U.S.   But I see opportunities to make such improvements at 
home, in the way of appointments which wil make it much more satisfactory 
and pleasant to me, that I am going to try to get up my bond as above 
stated.   I think I will have but little trouble to do so in Nebraska with a 
small portion taken in Omaha. [next sheet]   But it occurred to me that if I 
needed your name that you might consent to assist me in that respect.   Mr 
Brown my next door neighbor who is worth $250,00000 at least, is one of my 
present bonds men and will probably be again for he is in no way 
objectionable.   My bond at present is $60,000, the bonds man qualifying in 
the sum of $120,000 –    Each bondsman signs for a certain sum and 
qualifies for double the amount.

I will state that a postmaster bond is the safest bond to go on, of any 
in the government service, in consequence of the complete system and the 
daily checks had upon the office, with inspectors continually [over page] 
supervising them.

I adopt the custom of making every clerk, who handles funds, give me 
a bond – So that I am at all times double bonded.   There are bonds given to 
me, and by me to the gov’t.   During my first term my accounts have always 
been in perfect record with those of the government.   I have not lost a single 
cent, or a single postage stamp.   And do not believe there is the least 
occasion for a loss.   The government makes almost every irregularity a 
crime, so that officials have the penitentiary right before them all the time.

If I thought you took any risk I would not ask you.   But if it will be 
consistent with your method of doing business to assist me if I need it, I 
would like to have you do so – stating the amount for which you [next sheet] 
will sign.

I may not call on you But I wish I could get up a bond, so that it will 
leave me free to manage the office as I think it ought to be managed – 
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I have two senators now that are my friends and I was endorsed by 
the Solid delegation in congress from Nebraska, as well as by every Bank 
and Railroad Co in Omaha and nearly all its prominent men.   And I feel 
very much complimented by a reappointment under such circumstances.

Write me here care Senator Saunders’ if you answer immediately, 
otherwise address me [over page] at Omaha

Very Respectfully
Thos F. Hall
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