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[1889-09-15A; letter from Bertha to Blanche Hall; stamped envelope addressed to East 
Dennis, postmarked “East Falmouth, Sep 16 1889”:]

Falmouth, Mass.
Sept. 15, 1889.

Dear Blanche ––
I will now try and answer your most welcome letter, although it is so 

long since I have written that I have almost forgotten how.   (Just as if I ever 
did know).

I was very glad indeed to hear from you, although I had about made 
up my mind that you were not going to write again. [over page]

Did you ever see such weather?   I feel about sick all the time.   Never 
mind, winter (our favorite season) is coming soon.

I suppose that you are [at] Dr. Gannett’s before this time.   Studying 
as hard as ever you can, and having a fine time.   How long do you think 
that you will have to go to graduate?

You must tell me all about your school and “everything,” when you 
write.

School at L. A.[1] began last Monday.   It really made me feel sad to 
think that I could not go, with the rest.   I have had some [next page] awfully 
nice times in the four years that I spent there.

The school is quite small now.   There were seven new scholars this 
years.   Four from Woods Holl.   The girls say that M. David slings the most 
style of anybody.   Terribly airy.   Even beats Tina Hamblin.   She takes a 
back seat now.   do you think that M. D. is pretty?

I had a letter from Ruth the other day.   She said that she was not 
very well, and did not think that she should be able to go all of the term.

She sits with Nellie and Maude and Jennie sit [over page] together.
Poor Maude!   Joe goes to New Bedford, to study with Dr. Pierce for a 

year, to-morrow morning.   How sad!   I expect that there will be “working 
and gnashing” of teeth at the parting.

Nella has moved to Boston.   Winnifred is going to Jamaica Plains to 
live.   Theodore has gone to Wesleyan Acd.

So you see there aren’t very many left at the Fact.   S.A. says that he 
is glad [next sheet] that the school is smaller, so that he can have more time. 
I suppose that he is glad to get rid of us.   Don’t blame him much.   Hattie 
wrote me that she was going to wait a year before she went away anywhere. 
Her father is going to build a new house this fall.

I have not heard from Carrie for a long time.   I suppose she is waiting 
until she makes another [---]ach to write me about.  [over page]

Well I should say that you and Benjamin had quite a flirtation.   But 
how queer he acted.   I guess he must have forgotten what he was going to 
say.   I think that he must have known Hattie before that.   She wrote me 
that she should have to lose him very soon as he was going to Boston to live. 
Very sad isn’t it?

1  Probably “Lawrence Academy” in Falmouth.
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John Larkin has been up to Woods Holl on a visit to Burdick.   What 
do you think his occupation is now?   He shovels coal on a steamer. 
Shipped for a year.   I thought that was about a[s] far as he [next page] 
would get.   I guess he has in[---]ed himself back at L.A. a good many times. 
Even if he did have to do algebra examples.

I wonder how James and Ruth progress now.   They must have 
improved greatly, else they won’t get very far.   (x + y)² = x² – y², always with 
them you know.

Is Fanny Swift going to school any where near where you are?
I have not been to any dances this summer.   I don’t care so much 

about them now as I did.   (Getting hold.)   There have been quite a number 
[over page] here this summer, but they were mostly to please the summer 
visitors.   There was one very grand affair, a grand invitation ball, but as I 
am not of the select, of course, I was not invited.   It is just as well however, 
for it was a full dress affair, and of course I could not attend.   Many of the 
men hired suits in Boston for the occasion.   How foolish.

Have you found any body [end of page, remainder in top margin] yet to 
take the place of W.C.?   You could not get along without somebody to 
“gallant” you around you know.

Perhaps Benjamin will drive out to see you, as he is so much washed.
I must close now, as I must meet Lill at five o’clock, and it is nearly 

that now.   Write soon ––
Lovingly ––

Bertha.
[In margin of first page:]  I shall be obliged to direct your letter to E. Dennis, 
as I do not know your address.   Please send it to me when you write.
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