






GETA CROWELL COLLECTION 3 - DOCUMENTS

[1889-10-02; letter from S. Belle Howes[1] to Blanche E. Hall; stamped envelope, 
postmarked “Bridgewater, Oct 3 1889” sent originally to East Dennis, redirected to “69 
Chester Square, Boston”:]

Bridgewater, Mass.
Oct. 2, 1889.

My dear Blanche,
Thought I would wait until you entered upon your new sphere of 

action before I answered your last letter as a letter might be more acceptable 
now than a few days ago.   Although I do not know where to address this 
thought I would send it home and your ma can forward it to you.   Almost 
the first thing I said to Mamie this morning when I awoke and found the sun 
shining bright and pleasant was – “Well Blanche will have [over page] a nice 
bright pleasant day to start from home in and I am glad.”   Shall expect to 
hear from you by the first of next week telling me about your journey and 
new surroundings.

Received a letter from Helen Monday eve.   I don’t believe she will be 
contented to remain at home all winter, do you?   But then suppose she can 
flip up to So. Braintree at any time.   Did you see the tintype I sent home of 
four of us girls taken to-gether at Fair.   Heard from Mama & Jessie that you 
attended the Ball over to Barnstable.  [next page] judged it was quite an 
affair by what I.

Dear me I am so sleepy, I don’t know what I am writing, seems as if I 
could flop down any where and go to sleep.

Played tennis last Thursday & Friday after school.   Thursday I played 
against two of the girls and beat them what do you think of that?   Am going 
to read at Lyceum next week.   Wish you might have been here last week we 
had a fine entertainment and debate also.   I am beginning to count the 
weeks so soon, seven [over page] from Friday night.

Think your dresses must look very pretty, suppose you have a 
number of pretty things for your room.   The report is that we are to have 
electric lights put in the Hall next month, shall have to devise a new way to 
get my hair curled.   Well will close now hoping to hear from you soon.

Your loving cousin
S. Belle Howes

P.S.  Have just read this letter over & must confess it sounds very flat but 
nevertheless am going to send it and try and do better next time.

1  Susie Belle Howes, b. Dennis, 6 June 1871, daughter of James Freeman Howes & Sarah Emeline Thomas (Stone) 
Howes.   She was later wife of William E. Chaffin.
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