




[1863-03-17; letter from Frederick Bergmann, probably to Joshua Sears:] 
             Camp Rogers    March 17. 
             Newbern  N. Carolina. 
Dear Sir, 
  I can not tell you how blue I have felt at your not writing to me.   The 
only consolation I have lies in the idea that you have not received my letters, 
and you will write to me as soon as you get this one.   I will try to tell you in 
a few words what I have been through since I left you.   I am very prowd to 
say that I have smelt powder more than once, for I was at the battles of 
Kinston, Whitehall, Goldsboro and Trenton.   Out of all these battles I have 
gone forth unharmed.   The battle of Kinston was fought on a Sunday 
Whitehall on a Tuesday and Golsboro on a Friday of the same week.   I need 
not tell you that our forces were victorious.   I enjoy this kind of life; it acts 
like a charm on me, making me grow taller and stronger every day.   At the 
present time I weigh 147½ pounds in my stockings and am 5 f. 9 in. tall.   I 
do not think you would know me if you could see me now, for I can sport 
[over page] a pretty good little moustache.   But forgive my foolish talk; you 
can judge how I look when I get back and be amply revenged by making 
funn of me.   My Regt is at present in the first Brigade, first Division, 18th 
army corps, commanded by acting Brigadier S. L. C. Amory, Colonel of the 
17th Mass. Regt.   We have had a grand review lately by General Foster.   
There were over 17,000 troops in the field, the entire garrison of Newbern.   
The Massachusetts troops looked splendid as a body, but I can not say so 
much about the Pennsylvania and New Jersey troops, most of them being 3 
years men and looking as ragged and dirty as possible.   It is rumored that 
General Foster is going away and that Burnside will take his place.   At 
present we are engaged to fortify Newbern at every available point.   On the 
plain North of Newbern there are four forts of 20 guns each besides 
inumerably redoubts and rifle pits.   I will enclose a plan of some of them.   I 
have but just got back from [next page] a scouting party as far as “deep 
Gulley,” a place about 20 miles from Newbern and 17 from Kinston.   We did 
not see a single Rebball the time we were gone. 
  How are all the folks in Dennis? and what do you think of the conscript 
act?   I shall send my likeness the first chance I get.   Give my best love to 
Mrs. Sears; I am proud to say that she has always been like a mother to me 
and that I am not one of those kind that will forget it in a hurry.  Give my 
love also to Louisa & Georgiette.   Tell them to think of me in a friendly way 
every time they say their prayers.   Remember me also to your dear mother 
Mrs. Sears and tell her that I shall try to follow her counsils and in time, be 
worthy to call her friend.   Give my love [to] Heman and his wife also to Mrs. 
H. Sears, short to all her friends that may enquire for me.   Do not forget to 
write to me as soon as you can. 
  I have followed the advice you gave me and have assumed another name.   
You remember [over page] that you gave me a protection you had.   I am now 



in every sense of the word an american, and as such shall try to do my duty 
come what may.   I remain as ever & with your permission & yours humble 
                Fred. 
              Thos. H. Hall. 
               Co A. 43. Regt M. V. 
Direct your letters to. 
  Thos. H. Hall 
  Co A. 43 Regt   M.V.M. 
  Camp Rogers, Newbern, N.C. 
Dont forget to write to me.   Tell me all the news you know. 
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