








[1864-10-29:  letter from Frederick Bergman of Bremerhaven to Capt. Joshua Sears; no 
envelope; front page is half-covered with color scenes of Bremerhaven.   The letter is 
undated, and it’s a guess that the year is 1864.] 

             Bremerhaven  Oct. 29. 
Capt. Joshua Sears, 
  Dear Sir. 
Hoping that you will forgive my negligence in not writing to you long before 
this.   I now take the liberty of directing these few lines to you.   No doubt 
you remember that I wrote to you just before I left New York, and that I told 
you I was going home.   I left N.Y. on July 29th in the steamer ,,City of 
Washington” for Liverpool, where I arrived after a passage of 12 days.  [over 
page]  From there I took the Railroad to Hull.   Having arrived in Hull I took 
the steamer ,,Chatilly” for Hamburg, and afterwards, a Coach for 
Bremerhaven; where I arrived the 20th of August all well.   You can have no 
idea, how glad my folks were on seeing me again after an absence of about 7 
years.   They did not know me at first.   I was very glad to find them all in 
the enjoyment of excellent health, and doing well.   Bremerhaven itself has 
also altered very much indeed, and it was as [next page] I could do to find 
my folks out.   A great many of my Schoolfellows are dead or in America, 
and when I look around I can see nothing but strange faces.   I can truly say 
that I should like to stay here any length of time, because everything seems 
strange to me now, and I prefer America very much to Germany. – Uncle 
Philipp has gone to Cunhaven where he is Agend for the Hamburg & New 
York Steamship=Line.   His son Eduard is now in Rio de Janeiro in 
Business.   Brother Henry is still in Bremerhaven, but he also intends, 
shortly, to go to the Brazils on Business.   There are at present very few 
American Ships in port, as the: ,,Alice Ball” of Boston, Helen R. Cooper ditto; 
Daniel Marcy of Portsmouth and the Congress of Boston.   The american 
Steamship ,,Circassian” arrived here also, soon after I had got here.   It is 
the first Boat of a new line of Steamers, which they intend to run between 
New York and Bremen.   The ,,Circassian” is a Blockade=runner, and has 
been a gunboat for some time.   For a Packet=Steamer is hse of no account, 
because of her small speed, not to speak of the bad accomodations on board 
for passengers.   If Vanderbilt does not send better steamers thant his, I am 
sure he wont make much by it, as the Bremen Lloyd steamers posess better 
accomodations and for the same price make [over page] much quicker 
passages.   I think that I shall stay at home this winter, and take lessons in 
Navigation & Bookkeeping.   It will be a great help to me in after years, if I 
live. – Next spring I shall probably resume my sealive.   You remember, that 
I wrote you from New York, why I did not like to visit you before I left 
America.   I am sure you would have been astonished if you had seen me.   I 
looked, actually, like a wandering skeleton, and even the passengers on 
board the Steamer told me afterwards, that they had not expected me to 
live, till we arrived in England.   But, thank God, I have got over all that and 
at present enjoy excellent health. –  



  Please remember me to Mrs. Sears and tell her that I shall never forget 
the kindness with which she has treated me.   Give my love to her mother 
also, not forgetting your loved mother.   I can still see her kind face smiling 
on me, a stranger.   My wish is, that she may have a long, happy live, and 
that she may sometimes remember me.   My respects to Miss Louisa and 
Georgietta.   I shall always count their acquaintance among the happiest 
moments of my live.   Remember me also to Mr. Heman Sears & Lady; also 
to Mrs. David Sears. –  
  Father, mother, sister & brother send their love to you all.   Closing, I am 
your ever grateful, you kindness remembering servant 
              Fredk  Bergmann. 
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