




 
[1865-03-xxA; letter from Polly D. Crowell to husband Prince; no envelope:] 
  Dear Husband 
   I received yours of the 25 with the order enclosed    there seems to be a 

great number of drafts upon you which seems to be enough to weary the 
patience of a Job    Our children some of them at least dont seem to have 
the discretion which there age would warent    Prince F seems to be very 
extravagant in many respects but quite parsimonious in others and with the 
well balanced brain of his wife think they will probly do well    But Persis 
and Christopher I fear will always have to depend more or less upon there 
parents unless they change there [---]ge of conduct    I am much surprised 
that Persis should have called for such a large amount of money for mere 
trifles probably one half might just as well be [over page] dispensed with but 
you did well to curtail as well as you did     and now as I have commenced 
writing the traits of character which our children seem to posess will say 
that David and Aza seem to with to take care of themselves or at least David 
had done so    Aza has such an independent turn he will probably  be thw 
same and with a father’s kind aid and influence we may hope with much 
assurrence all will be well.   How long will it be ere we may expect David 
home    I suppose when he comes home he will need your advise and 
assistance    how does Davids watch look    if it co[---]red would it not be 
well to give it to Christopher and buy David a new one equally as good as 
Christopher will expect one this year any how as Christopher is 21 years old 
or will be in May    What are you intending to do with or for him    realy I 
think you have a harder task to look after the [next page] wellfare of your 
children now they have arived to manhood than I had in takin[g] care of 
there little wants in infancy    is Edwin going to school this Summer    is he 
as nervous as he used to be    Dr Jackson would say let him be physicaly 
developed first    he never went to school after the 12 year    Edwin does not 
grow well    I fear it will check his growth in body and enfeeble his mind    I 
hope Edwin and Eva will romp to their hearts content    Eva is always ready 
for fun and frolic but Edwin loves reading too much for health    is he 
cultivating the flower garden    I had a letter from Persis a while ago    She 
does no seem it of any consequence whether I am at home at the weding or 
whether he Capt Addie gains my consent or vice versa    she seems to have a 
love fever on the brain    if Capt Addie thinks as she does why they will be 
maried without any consent thats all [over page]    I had a letter from Sister 
Monday which has been answered leaving it with Brother and her to decide 
the money you say was given    how do my money affairs prosper and if you 
get any what do you do with it 

   I should feel myself perfectly insolated from my family if it were not for 
the letters    the next letter you write will fill the sheet if it is nonsense even    
The Doct has delivered lectures most every morn this week and he advised 
in one of his talks to get up a play house put in broken crockery &c to 
amuse ourselves    And as he says he wants us to be cabbage heads    we 



lay on the bed or in it about two thirds of the time    as I wrote the 
particulars about my health in the last will close by subscribing myself 

              Yours  P  D  Crowell 
 Your Nephew is very anxious that you should come to Dansville and have a 

talk with the doct    do you intend to come to the West in June    if so we will 
talk to the Doct about my going home 
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