




[1865-04-03; letter from Marshall S. Underwood to Prince S. Crowell:] 
            State House Boston  Apl 3 – 1865 
Dear Sir 
  Did you state in your testimony before the Committee on Fisheries that 
you did not obtain but 1500. bbls of Menhaden last season from all 
sources? 
  The Chairman Mr. Banton so states.   He represents that there are but 
very few Menhaden come into Buzzards Bay, and Cites your testimony to 
that point; therefore argues that it cannot be of much if any practical good 
to you, or any one else if these restrictions are removed, for you he says did 
not get but 1500 blls from all sources. 
  I did not take notes of your testimony and do not recollect of your 
making such a statement. 
  Their tactics change as often as the wind. 
  There is one point to which they adhere and I think if we are defeated it 
will be in consequence of the influence it may have.   They have always 
spoken of, and represented your establishment as a Great Corporation, 
laying particular stress upon the word great, – A Monopoly – and that if 
there are any benefits to grow out of a change in the laws, they are to inure 
only to this great corporation. – Thy will grow rich at the poor mans 
expense.   This sort of stuff seems to pervade some minds. 
  I do not now feel very hopeful, yet minorities [over page] have as often 
gained as lost during the Session 
  The whole five of the Committee opposed to us are very active in their 
efforts to defeat us     perhaps I may except mr Easton in this remark 
  Osborne is working zealously notwithstanding his pretended non-
committalism, or sympathy for the petitioners. 
  There has been nothing done in the Legislature to day but to indulge in a 
general jollification over the War news. 
  The House held a sort of informal session and spent some three hours in 
a Speech and song over the news of the fall of Richmond. 
              Yrs truly 
               M. S. Underwood 
  I do not know as you can get a reply here in time to do any good (I mean 
to the question propounded in the beginning of this) but I may be of service 
[---] on Thursday, for if a vote is taken on Wed and we fail a reconsiderate 
may be moved. 
  Please answer if you please    
             M.S.U 
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