














[1884-08-13; letter from Lydia Howes to daughter Lydia (Howes) Hall; envelope, stamp 
torn off, postmarked “East Dennis, Aug 14 1884”, addressed “Mrs Charles Hall, Beaver, 
Idaho”; letter on school composition paper:]

East Dennis  Wednesday  13th 1884
Dear Daughter

Last evening we received yours of the 3d and it was mailed in Butte 
the 5th so think perhaps you went with Charles as you thought you might.   I 
got home from Onset, Monday noon, staid eleven days.   your Father came 
up on the Excursion train Sunday morning and stayed all night and came 
home with me    Levi, Eliza and all the children came up Sunday    I enjoyed 
my stay there very much.   I did not go to the meetings at all.    it was rainy 
most of the time, but there were very pleasant cultivated people at the Hotel 
and it was about as interesting to hear them talk and discuss the Lectures 
as it was to go and hear the speaking at the Stand    Mrs Soule of Brockton 
was there and sent love to you.   I liked her very much.   Mrs Styles of 
Worcester [over page] was there.   Perhaps you recollect her she was there 
last year.   I had a sitting with her the first afternoon I got there and had a 
long talk with Brenard[1] and heard from a great many friends in Spirit Life. 
Brenard said tell Mamma that many times a day he came to her and put his 
arms around her neck and he thought she could feel his presence.   Said 
she was sensative and he thought soon he would be able to make her feel 
his presence more sensibly.   Said he was in a higher school now and was 
progressing more rapidly than in earth life.   He is told there that his mind 
was far in advance of his years and when he got over on the other side he 
felt much older than he did here.   Said if it was not for the grief of those he 
left here he would not wish to be back in earth life.   says tell Mamma I can 
help her more from this side, than I could in the body.   wanted we should 
all feel that he was with us.   He sent love to all and mentioned every one 
seperate.   Said [next sheet] he wanted the girls to cultivate music, that it 
was a great harmonizer.   Blanche he said wanted a firm hand to direct her 
and he would help all he could, said she would make a noble woman if 
directed right for a few years.   Susie was as beautiful spiritually as she was 
physically.   Sent love to Aunt Eliza and to tell her he realized how much she 
done for him.   Said Papa’s business prospects would be better in 1885 and 
tell Mamma not to worry.   Said when Papa was anxious it worried Mamma. 
Said when he left the body it was a great shock to him, but he was able to 
get clear from it easily and it was no more to him than an old garment and 
he did not want any thing of his held sacred or not to be used, but liked to 
have his things around as they were impregnated with his magnetism and 
he could get nearer to us.   Not to mourn but feel that he was with us. 
Every thing [over page] there is so much in advance and presented in so 
clear a light that he can improve more rapidly.   Says he is told his work it 
[sic, is] to be, to help young people, that he is particularly adapted for that 
work and he will help Mamma guide the girls and after a time she will feel 

1  This is Brenard Hall, eldest son of Charles and Lydia, who had died in Woods Hole.



that it is all right and that he can help her more from that side than if he 
were here    It was such a gratification to me to have a talk with him and he 
expressed so much satisfaction for himself.   Said he wanted Aunt Sue and I 
should sit at a small table and he would try to write through one of us, 
thought it would not be a great while before he could learn.    Last Sunday I 
sat with another medium, and she was looking me over physically telling 
what to do for my health and she told me there was a beautiful spirit 
standing beside me and he called me Grandma, said he would make a great 
Poet [next sheet] equal to Byron, that he would make a mark in the years to 
come by helping humanity and was now greatly interested in Chemistry. 
Capt Prince came through both of these mediums.   There was two 
materializing mediums at the Hotel.   they gave sceanses in one of the third 
story rooms.   I attended one, but saw nothing that was proof to me, but it 
was wonderful.   Mr Haines wife and sister Ada, came out of the cabinet and 
whispered to him and dematerialized right at his feet.   he has investigated a 
great deal.   one thing I know there was no chance for fraud but I could not 
realize that it could be spirits.   Onset is a beautiful place     there have been 
138 new houses built there since last year.   If they dont make it to much of 
a pleasure resort it will make a grand place for a summer resting place    Mr 
Homer is building a house in Brockton [over page]    The X Y Z society held 
their Fair last eve     Sue and the girls went and got some ice cream but it 
was not half as large as last  year    Today it rains as it does more than half 
the time    I never saw so much rain in summer in my life    Your Father 
thinks he shall not raise anything.    the potatoes are rotting and the worms 
eating them, we have scarcely anything in the garden.   the frost in June 
killed most of it and then it was replanted and so much cold rain nothing 
grows well but grass    we have beets, but the string beans are all spotted by 
so much wet.    the corn has not silked out yet but hope the Fall will be 
warm if it don’t we shall be (poorly off) as the old folks used to say.    Sue 
has gone to a clambake today    Capt Eben’s family have company and they 
get it up, was intending to have it at the shore, but as it rained they had the 
dinner Mrs Ella Sears barn.   Sarahs boarders are [next sheet] with her yet. 
I am going over there as soon as it is dry enough.    I hope you will enjoy 
your trip to Butte and will improve in health as much as I have this summer 
give my love to Charles and Jimmie    had a letter from J–– said he was 
badly troubled with piles and was in bed.   hope he is better before this 
reaches you.   he did not say anything about his eyes so presume they are 
better.    Blanche & Susie send love and kisses and want to see you.   they 
will write soon

from you loving
Mother Lydia Howes
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