




[1869-09-26;  letter from Eva Crowell to mother Polly:] 
              Norton  Sept 26th 1869 
Dear Mother 
  You told me before I came away from home to write you often and I think 
I do my share.   This letter will be put in with my report which I have not 
seen yet but expect to tomorrow morning.   If it is not good you must excuse 
it this time as it is the first one.   All the scholars have to attend church 
twice a day.   For every thing we do which is against the rules we have to 
report for every morning.   There are so many rules that I cant [over page] 
remember more than half of them.   I guess when my bill for expenses is 
sent home you will think that I have spend a good deal for fruit.   But you 
see I cant get things here without buying them.   The store is very near the 
seminary and we have to ask permission to go, & Mrs Metcalf will not let the 
scholars go unless it is necessary.   She does not want them to buy a great 
deal of fruit or candy because she is afraid they will spend to much money.   
I must remind you again to get my hat as soon as possible because my lace 
one looks to light to wear now.   I suppose I shall have to go to meeting this 
afternoon, it is awful tiresome to have to go twice a day.   I get all most to 
sleep every Sunday.   As soon as this letter is finished I am going to write 
one [next page] to Eddie and also to Chloe.   There is some one sick here 
about every day, and yet Mrs Metcalf is very particular about our health.   It 
is against the rules to go out in the damp with out thick shoes on, and we 
have to take a walk every day when it is pleasant, and there has been but 
one stormy day since I came.   I have just had a fall down stairs from top to 
bottom, and the doctor has been here.   As soon as he went I thought I 
would finish this letter.   It did not hurt me a great deal but think I will not 
write Eddie to day.   Give my love to all the folks. 
             From you Affect daughter 
              Evelyn Crowell 
P.S.   Please send me some grapes or something good to eat, and can I take 
lessons in Elocution    if so please let me know as soon as possible [over 
page]   please send Arthurs Home magazine when it comes 
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