








[1877-12-17; letter from John Dillingham in Titusville, PA, to Prince S. Crowell:] 
             Titusville  Dec 17th / 77 
Prince S Crowell Esqr 
  Dr Sir – I received a letter from one of our M. C.s this AM. who says 
nothing has yet been done since I left Washington.   That the present 
incumbent is in W. begging to be sent back, and that a “Professor Adney” of 
Alleghany College has show some diplomatic abilities to Mr Evarts, & 
anxious to put them in practice on the Peruvians.   Ill send a Pittsburg 
paper which will show how two of my most formidable opponents have been 
disposed of.   I have just had a letter sent from Pittsburg, where I am 
favorably known, signed by some Eight of the largest Manftrs, in steel & 
iron, and the same from Erie.   I now number about Sixty five Credentials of 
a Commercial Character    Several parties in Troy NY have also sent letters, 
and it does seem if Mr Evarts meant what he said to me in Washington, he 
ought to be satisfied.   Mr Thos F Hall send me a good letter to one of his 
State delegation.   Prof Adney is not a State resident, & judging from his 
name it looks safe to surmise he is not a resident of U. States.   I am not 
much afraid of him.   You referred to Gen Sickles in your letter.   I had a 
talk with him [over page] in Washington and obtained some points, but he 
would hardly say anything to Mr Evarts now that he is in the same business 
himself.   I thought if convenient to you to have some persons in Boston 
write Mr. J M S Williams, formerly of Glidden & Williams, who has an 
influence there in Washington it may start Mr Evarts to operating.   I am 
now only afraid of exceeding myself if I send any more local letters.   I have 
about exhausted the influence of this section.   I think Mr Frank B Fay will 
send a strong letter from Chelsea.   Our town has been very prolific of 
Mayors, and Assemblymen, all of whom are anxious to address the State Dpt    
But I have to cry “Pescari” to the, “our woods are full of such fellows,” and I 
am afraid they are not sufficiently impressed with the dignity they are like to 
thrust on me.   I have written rather long letter, but the interest you have 
manifested, in my appointment inspires me to keep you informed of what 
progress is made.   I take this chance also, of expressing my best wishes & 
respects to your family, and my mutual friends on my former stamping 
grounds 
             While I remain Yours Most Obtly 
              John Dillingham 
[Attached to this is a two-page list, in pencil, of references sent by John Dillingham 
to the State Dept.   Most all are non-Massachusetts, and none from Cape Cod.  List 
not transcribed.] 
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