








[1878-01-24; letter from Annie H. Shaw to Prince S. Crowell; no envelope:] 
             Hingham  Jan 24th 1878 
P. S. Crowell Esq 
  Dear Sir 
   Persis & I returned home from Boston this P.M.   On her arrival she 
found a letter from you which she thought should be answered immediately 
& as she is somewhat weary from riding home, she desired me to write for 
her.[16]    
  The draft for $25 on J. Henry Sears, she received all right, & will get it 
cashed here. 
  In regard to the will, she ways she is very sorry that in writing you she 
forgot to say anything regarding it, but on account of being obliged to write 
short letters, because of her head trouble, she has answered all of your 
letters in the shortest manner possible & thus has overlooked your inquiry 
in regard to the will.   The one she left with you she has destroyed, because, 
when you read it, you did not [over page] quite approve of the manner in 
which she left some money to the Church.   She wrote another will, more in 
accordance with your wishes on that Subject.   This she intends to put in 
your charge. 
  In regard to Persie’s not accepting Mrs Gliddens invitation to meet her, or 
to go to Mrs G’s house I think if you had been with Persie you would have 
agreed with her & myself that it was not best for Persie to see any stranger, 
at least any more persons than she was obliged to under the circumstances.   
She was tired from riding into the City & was obliged to rest before seeing 
the Doctor & having her examination, this again tired her so that she was 
unfit to see any one that day.   In fact the Doctor called on her in the 
evening, & questioned her the second time, & again the next morning, as 
soon after the Dr left her in the morning, as she was able, she left the Hotel, 
& went to Mr Applebees, where she would feel at perfect liberty to lie down & 
rest for the remainder of the day, a liberty she would not feel free to take as 
Mrs Gliddens & she was un-[next page]fit for any thing else, and then she 
began Dr Sequads treatment at once part of which she cannot attend to 
herself & would not like to have a stranger do for her, it was necessary that I 
should be with her. 
  Friday Jan 25th. 
I did not finish this last night as there was something I wanted to say to you 
that I did not want her to see, so waited till I came to Boston this A.M. to 
finish it. 
  The Doctor thought as part of the trouble was in head it would be best 
for her not to know just how bad she is, as it might interfere somewhat with 
her recovery.   He told me that her case was a very serious one, & would 
need close & regular treatment.   That is why we thought it best to come to 
Boston.   I have just come from his office where I went to carry him some 
things he wanted to examine as he feared Brights Disease    He told me this 

                                                 
16  This is but 2 months before Persis’ death in March 1878 from a brain tumor. 



A.M. that if there was any indication of that disease it was in the very 
beginnings, but from what examinations he had made since we saw him, the 
other trouble of the kidneys was more [over page] serious than he at first 
thought.   But it was not incurable, that gave me more courage.   When I 
told him that she was coming to the City he seemed very glad.   I also did, 
what I thought you would wish done, told him to take entire charge of the 
case & see her as often as he though[t] best, & whatever he thought best for 
her to do, or have that would in any way aid in her recovery, to let her know.   
He says the Monroe treatment in connection with his, will be of great benefit 
to her.   She rested well last night & feels more like her old self this morning 
than she has for some time.   I have great hopes that her present treatment 
will help her, as she has the fullest confidence in Dr B[----= Sequard.   I do 
not know what the number of the house is that our room is in, but will let 
you know in a day or two.   If you come to the City on the 31st Persie says 
she wants very much to see you.   You can find the place easily as it is the 
Parsonage of the Peoples Church, Columbus Avenue    Persie sends much 
love 
             Very truly Yours,   A.  H.  Shaw 
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