






















[1939-12-29A; newspaper clipping, article by William B. Bragdon, “The Sand Dunes of 
Cape Cod.”   On back of this were several news items:] 

Ermond Morse of Brewster has accepted a position in Hampton, Conn.   
He will teach the seventh and eighth grades starting January 2.   Mr Morse 
is the son of Mrs Mabel Morse.   He was a graduate of Brewster High school 
in 1934 and of Hyannis State Teachers college in 1938. 

Louis Hatch, 83, of South Wellfleet was burned to death Tuesday night 
when fire leveled the home in which he lived alone, and destroyed a large 
barn and horse.   The body was found across the sill of a door connecting 
the only room of the large home that Hatch used.   George Murphy of 
Wellfleet discovered the fire shortly after 7 p.m. as he was traveling on 
Route 6 toward Orleans. 

Mrs June N. Doyle, 23, of Brewster was found not guilty in District court 
on a charge of driving to endanger.   The charge was brought as a result of 
an accident in which the car she was driving allegedly struck and instantly 
killed Charles L. Sullivan on Route 28, East Wareham, Dec. 4.   A 
passenger with Mrs Doyle at the time of the accident, Mrs Arlene Latham of 
Brewster, testified that she did not see Sullivan until he was within a foot of 
the car. 

Retiring Master Joshua Crowell presided at a recent meeting of Dennis 
grange in Carleton hall, with thirty-five members present.   A Christmas 
party featured the lecturer’s hour.   There were games, carol singing and an 
exchange of presents with Mrs Walter L. Dowse in charge.   Demits were 
granted to Nye Crowell, now living in the Panama Canal Zone, and Miss 
Elizabeth Goodspeed of Avoca, N.Y. 

LEON W. HALL 
Leon W. Hall, 64, prominent in business and fraternal circles of the 

Central Cape, died suddenly at his home in South Dennis Tuesday, the 
victim of heart disease.   Mr Hall’s death came after he had spent a quiet 
holiday observance with his family.   He was apparently in fine health. 

Mr Hall had operated the Leon W. Hall Lumber Company in South 
Dennis for twenty-three years, taking over the old Sears coal yard at that 
time.   He had built the lumber company to one of the largest on the Cape.   
He also operated a coal yard in conjunction with the lumber business. 

Mr Hall was born in Providence, R.I., a son of Henry W. and Betsy W. 
Hall, both of Cape Cod parentage.   During his younger life Mr Hall went to 
Chicago and was employed for about seventeen years with Swift & 
Company, meat packers and distributors. 

As a Mason he was widely known.   He was a thirty-third degree Mason 
and a member of Allepo Temple, Shriners.   He was also a member of Mount 
Horeb lodge, A.F. and A.M., and belonged to Cape Cod lodge, No 128, 
Knights of Pythias. 

Surviving are his wife, Mrs Mabel Emery hall; two sons, Richard Sears 
and Leon T. Hall, and a sister, Mrs Charles Alton Crowell. 

Dennis House Burns to the Ground 



Fire at the home of Mr and Mrs Francis Gibbs of New Boston on 
Christmas night leveled the building and destroyed its contents, causing a 
loss estimated at more than $2,000. 

Sparks and cinders from the flames were blown by a strong northwest 
wind more than half a mile, endangering other houses.   The Gibbs family 
were visiting in Yarmouth at the time. 

Isaac Doane, a passerby, discovered the blaze as it was breaking through 
the roof of the five-room bungalow. 

Fire apparatus from the North and South Dennis divisions responded, 
but firemen were unable to save the house.   The firemen, under Chief 
Richard S. Hall, concentrated on protecting nearby property. 

A bitterly cold wind which froze water on the ground handicapped 
firemen in their efforts.   Many spectators witnessed the fire. 

Clothing, food and money to aid the Gibbs family temporarily were asked 
by Mrs Anson Howes, president of the Chatterbox club, in an appeal to 
Dennis residents, and response was prompt and generous. 

Labor has also been asked by Mr Frank B. Howes should Mr Gibbs start 
building a new home, which at the present time he is planning to do. 

Dennis Pupils Present Play 
A capacity audience witnessed the Christmas entertainment presented 

last week by pupils of the Dennis Consolidated school in the auditorium of 
the building, following a short business meeting of the Dennis Parent-
Teacher association.   William McLin, principal of the school and president 
of the organization, conducted the program. 

Miss Esther Thomas and Miss Cora E. Burnett, sixth and seventh grade 
teachers respectively, planned a play and selections by a chorus of boys 
and girls.   Miss Lodena Merrill, eighth grade teacher, was responsible for 
the pretty costumes worn by characters in the presentation. 

Included in the group which sang were Ernest Black, Wallace Doane, 
Manuel Gomes, Josie Speirs, Mary Monteiro, Celia Leighton, Loretta Abbe, 
Dana Weeks, Clifton Ellis, Robert Estes, Oren Foley, Ethel Foley, Evelyn 
VanIderstine, Margery Travis, Dorothy Sylver, Janet MacRobert and 
Norman Roberts.   Accompanists were Priscilla Hall and Lois Loud. 

Children of other lands, the sandman and toy characters figured in the 
play.   Parts were taken by the following: 

Barbara Sears, Betty Dean, Lena Dearborn, James Marchant, Thomas 
Kelley, David Hodsdon, Dorothy Harriman, Betty McCarthy, Carl Nickerson, 
Helena Howes, Cathleen Long, Eunice Long, Edward White, Mahlon Chase, 
Cortes Brigham, Joseph Long, Charles Cobb, Laurence Cash, John 
Newkirk, Paul McDowell and Edward Crowell. 

John Perry, Geraldine Kingston, Jean Bayles, Warren Howes, Charles 
Gay, Benny Thacher, Henry Bearse, Sammy Arsenault, Ernest Babineau, 
Edward Wilkey, Faye McHenry, Gerard Arsenault, Sally Morgan, Gertrude 
Gannon, Sally Dean, Ann Chase, Harold Wilkey, Hardin French, Phyllis 
Nickerson, Julia Kelley, Marie Ellis, Stanley Robbins and Priscilla Dean. 
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