








[1939-12-29B; clipping from probably The Register,:] 
[“Highlights of Cape History”; first part of clipping is missing:] 

HIGLIGHTS OF CAPE HISTORY 
Continued from Page 2 

1777.   Brig Wilkes wrecked at Eastham and pillaged. 
1777.  Field pieces and ammunition furnished Truro and a company 

formed. 
1778.  Regular session of the courts suspended. 
1778.   Small pox raged in Sandwich and yarmouth.   The Indians 

were the principal sufferers. 
1780.   The “dark day.” 
1781.  Militia reorganized. 
1794.  First Methodist meeting house on the Cape and second one in 

the country built in Truro. 
1808.  Methodism introduced in Barnstable. 
1756.  First Baptist organization in county at Harwich. 
1799.  Letters patent granted to Mr John Sears for manufacture of 

salt for solar evaporation. 
1808.  Capital invested in salt business nearly half a million dollars. 
1802.  Memorable wreck of three Salem ships, the Ulysses, Brutus 

and Volutia, near Peaked Hill bars. 
1804.  Canal dug across the Cape from Town Cove to Boat Meadow 

River between Orleans and Eastham. 
1804.  Sandwich academy incorporated. 
Sloop Stork of Boston, Capt Ebenezer Sears of Yarmouth, first ship to 

carry the American flag east of Cape of Good Hope. 
1792.  Capt John Kenrick in the private armed vessel Columbia 

Redivivia was the first American commander to circumnavigate the 
globe.   He discovered the Columbia river. 

Capt Elijah Cobb of Brewster interviews Robespierre. 
1785.  Act passed legislature for protection of Provincetown harbor. 
1792.  Wolves infested the Cape. 
1810.  Bass viol purchased for choir at Orleans meeting house, 

probably the first instrument of music used on the Cape at a house of 
worship. 

1814.  Falmouth fired on by British brig Nimrod. 
1814.  British fleet held undisputed control of Provincetown, which 

ws nearly depopulated. 
1814.  Demand made on Brewster by British commander of $4000 for 

immunity from invasion, which was paid.  Orleans rejected a similar 
demand. 

1815.  Wellfleet manufacturing company organized with a capital of 
$6000, for the purpose of manufacturing cotton and woolen yarn. 

1815.  Sept. 23.  Great gale.   Had the tide risen 15 inches higher it 
would have swept over the Cape. 



1815.  Industrial development. 
1816.  Estate of Abner Hersey, bequeathed to the thirteen 

Congregational churches in the county, sold. 
1821.  First banking institution in the county incorporated at 

Falmouth, capital $100,000. 
1821.  Salt manufacturing company of Billingsgate Island 

incorporated, capital $50,000. 
1826.  Congress voted an appropriation of $16,000 for construction of 

breakwater at Hyannis. 
1828.  Establishment of manufactory for flint glass at Sandwich. 
1827, Oct. 22.  County House burned at Barnstable.   Court records 

nearly all destroyed, together with the records of deeds. 
1832-3.  Present court house built at Barnstable. 
1839, Sept. 3.  Celebration of the 2d centennial of the incorporation of 

the town of Barnstable. 
1839.  Pat of Eastham annexed to Orleans. 
1841, Oct. 3-4.  Great gale; 47 citizens of Truro lost at sea, 10 from 

Yarmouth, 20 from Dennis. 
1829.  Barnstable Institute of Savings incorporated. 
1833.  Incorporation of Barnstable County Mutual Fire Insurance 

Company at Yarmouth. 
1835.  Falmouth academy incorporated. 
1840.  Truro academy incorporated. 
1842.  Marine Insurance Company of Chatham incorporated. 
1844.  Barnstable County Agricultural Society incorporated. 
1846.  Cape Cod Branch railroad incorporated. 
1847.  Manomet Iron Company incorporated. 
1851.  Cape Cod Association, Boston, organized. 
1851.  Seamen’s Savings Bank, Provincetown, incorporated. 
1851.  Cape Cod Branch railroad extended to Hyannis. 
1855.  Cape Cod Telegraph Company incorporated. 
1855.  Bank of Cape Cod, Harwich, incorporated. 
1817.  Yarmouth Society for the Suppression of Intemperance, the 

second in the country, formed. 
1816.  Jurisdiction ceded to U.S. for sites of lighthouses on Race 

Point and Point Gammon. 
1823.  Site granted for lighthouse on Monomoy Point. 
1825.  Sandwich Glass Factory established. 
1826.  Sites granted for lighthouse at Long Point and Sandy Neck. 
1828.  Sites granted for lighthouses at lighthouse. [sic] 
1834.  Indian plantation of Mashpee constituted a district. 
1835.  Portion of Truro annexed to Wellfleet. 
1843.  $10,000 whale captured at Provincetown. 
1856.  Custom house at Barnstable built. 



Number of Barnstable County men furnished for army and navy of 
the rebellion was 3,600 or 3,700. 

1869, Sept. 8.  Great storm along Buzzards Bay. 
Population of the county: In 1860, 36,011; 1870, 32,774; 1880, 

31,945; 1890, 29,172. 
1863.  Yarmouth Camp Meeting association formed. 
1865.  Cape Cod Central railroad running from Yarmouth to Orleans, 

opened to public travel. 
1677.  Ten barrels of cranberries sent to King Charles 2nd. 
1816.  Cranberry industry begins. 
1870.  Railroad extended to Wellfleet. 
1873.  Railroad extended to Provincetown. 
1872.  Railroad extended to Woods Hole. 
1887.  Railroad to Chatham opened. 
1775.  Postroute between Cambridge and Sandwich, with a weekly 

service. 
1792.  First U.S. mail between Boston and Barnstable, with a weekly 

service. 
1846.  Daily mail to Provincetown. 
1855.  Railroad mail service initiated. 
1848.  First express, Cape Cod Express Co., from Boston. 
1877.  New York and Boston Express Co. in competition. 
1855.  Communication by telegraph established. 
1856.  Cable laid from Falmouth to Gay Head. 
1856.  Cable laid from Monomoy to Nantucket. 
1882.  Telephone service organized. 
1867.  Resolve passed legislature of $100,000 for the protection of 

Provincetown harbor. 
1868.  $50,000 additional appropriated. 
1869.  Last toll bridges, Bass River Upper and Lower bridges, made 

free to the public. 
1871.  New library building, gift of Nathan Matthews, Boston, 

dedicated at Yarmouth. 
1872.  Ship Peruvian wrecked at Peaked Hill bars; loss, 5 lives, 

$1,000,000. 
1873.  Reorganized life saving service established. 
1874.  President Grant visits Cape Cod. 
1883.  Charter granted Cape Cod Ship Canal Company. 
1895.  Charter granted Bass River Canal Company. 
1698.  Project for canal opened. 
1776.  State government passed resolves favoring canal project. 
1820.  Federal government made surveys canal. 
1886.  Falmouth celebrated the bicentennial of its incorporation. 
1889.  250th anniversary of incorporation of the towns of Yarmouth 

and Sandwich commemorated. 
1893.  Ship Jason wrecked at Truro. 



1893.  Preservation and improvement of Province lands began. 
1896.  Memorial tablet erected near Town hall, Provincetown, 

commemorating the landing of the Pilgrims. 
1897.  State normal school at Hyannis completed. 
1869.  $25,000 fire at Sandwich. 
1871.  Opening of railroad to Wellfleet. 
1876.  Cape Cod Exchange, Harwich, destroyed by fire. 
1877.  Town hall and school-house on High Pole hill, Provincetown, 

destroyed by fire. 
1879.  Edith Freeman murdered at Pocasset by her father. 
1879.  Great storm. 
1879.  Atlantic cable laid at North Eastham. 
1880.  Village hall, Yarmouth, destroyed by fire. 
1882.  Schr. Willie McKay brought in largest single fare of codfish ever 

landed in the county, 4062 quintals, value $22,000. 
1883.  Sandwich tack factory destroyed by fire. 
1884.  Great blackfish catches. 
1890.  Fatal railroad collision on Hyannis branch. 
1896.  9¼ miles state road built. 
1850.  Codfishery in its most prosperous condition. 
1771.  Barnstable county had 36 vessels engaged in whale fishery. 
1617.  The plague broke out among native Indians. 
Indian names, where the Cape tribes dwelt: Massapee or Mashpee, 

Scranton, Cummaquid, Mattakeeset, Nobscussett, Monomoyick, 
Sequatucket, Nauset or Paomet. 

1676.  Edward Perry published first book in the county. 
1823.  First newspaper in the county produced by W. E. P. Rogers, 

“The Nautical Intelligencer.” 
1882.  Cape Cod Historical society organized. 

 [On back, excerpts from The Register, 25 years ago, 2 Jan 1915, selected excerpts:] 
 Congressman Thacher has introduced in the house a bill for a new 
lifesaving station between Cahoon’s Hollow and Naust station on the 
outside Cape coast. 
 Toll rates through the Cape Cod canal have been reduced to specially 
benefit carriers of crude material. 
 Died at the age of 70 years or over: In Dennis, Miss Sarah Bangs of 
Dennis, daughter of the late Elkanah Bangs of Brewster, 89; in 
Brockton, Mrs Edith, widow of Alvin F. Newcomb, 73. 
 East Brewster column: As nobody ever thinks of our town fathers at 
this festive season, we respectfully salute Chairman Thomas D. Sears 
and his colleagues, Selectmen George Raymond Thacher and F. H. Perry, 
not forgetting your esteemed town clerk, F. B. Crocker, Esq.   May their 
shadows never grow less! 



 The home of Mr and Mrs Charles W. Hopkins in East Orleans was a 
bright spot on the hill Christmas night, when they observed their 25th 
wedding anniversary. 
 Mr and Mrs John Hopkins of Orleans observed their 71st anniversary 
on New Year’s Eve.   Mr Hopkins is 97 and Mrs Hopkins is 94 years of 
age. 
 Mr Leroy A. Nickerson had the misfortune to break a small bone in 
his wrist Monday morning while cranking the automobile in his garage. 
 Mr and Mrs James H. Jenks, Jr, of West Dennis announce the 
engagement of their niece, Miss Elizabeth Madeline Haswell, to Mr 
Joseph E. Small of Brockton. 
 District Master Henry B. Hart of District No. 32, was present at the 
observance of the Feast of St John by the grand lodge of Masons in 
Boston.   Former President Taft was a notable guest. 
 Messrs Richard Hefler and Joyce Taylor have purchased the old Berry 
homestead on the Barnstable road from Miss Susan Berry of Boston. 
 “Aunt Lilla Downs,” as she has been affectionately called by a large 
number of Dennis friends, died recently at the Home for the Aged near 
Boston.   She was the widow of Captain Barnabas Downs. 
 Mr George A. Clark of South Brewster is back in the fresh meat 
business.   His fine new outfit makes its rounds twice a week. 
 Mrs Jane Scudder (Thayer) Howland, who was born in Barnstable, 
died in South Hanson Dec. 16, at the age of 76.   A member of the family 
which produced the patriot James Otis, she was ever on the side of 
freedom.   The agitation for the higher education and the equal rights of 
women, for temperance, and for broader views of religion, interested her 
deeply, and she was always on the side of progress. 

 [On back, excerpts from The Register, 50 years ago, 4 Jan 1890, selected excerpts:] 
 Telegraphic advices have been received of the death in Prescott, 
Arizona, of Mr Thomas C. Bray.   Mr Bray was born in Yarmouth in 
1838.   He early entered a city counting-room, and became in a few years 
a member of the firm of H. C. Thacher & Co, Boston.   For some ten 
years he has been in trade at Prescott.   Mr Bray during the Rebellion 
was a volunteer in Company H, 44th Mass. Regiment, and served nine 
months in North Carolina.   He was a man of extensive reading and 
unusual intelligence. 
 Many adults and children in the several towns and villages are 
suffering with severe colds, or more modernly, “La grippe.” 
 Lester F. Crowell of South Yarmouth has arrived home from sea and 
gone to work for the American Metallic Fabric Company. 
 Capt Almon S. Howes and wife of Dennis start Monday morning for 
Lansingburg, N.Y. on their annual vacation, where they will be the 
guests of their daughter, Mrs J. M. Chambers.   They will be gone a 
month or six weeks. 



 Capt J. K. Park and family have arrived at their home in West 
Harwich after a year at sea in ship ….[illegible] 
 Capt Levi Crowell of West Dennis, an ensign in the War of the 
Rebellion, has lately been placed on the pension rolls. 
 Capt Alvan Small of South Dennis, an honored and respected citizen, 
has gone to his reward.   His death occurred on Wednesday evening, 
suddenly, shortly after returning home from a social party at the 
parsonage.   His health for the past year has been failing, although up to 
the hour of his death he had been comparatively smart. 
 Misses Effie Eldridge and Rosa Clark of Brewster have gone to Boston 
to attend Comer’s Commercial college. 
 Dr Munsell of Harwich had over a dozen cases of la grippe, which he 
was obliged to leave, to attend to some harder cases still, in Boston. 
 Captain George L. Nickerson of Cohasset died of pneumonia at the 
age of 91 years.   He was born in Provincetown, began seafaring life at 
the age of 14, and became one of the most successful whalers of his day. 
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