






[Essay 02; undated, to the Editor, on legal-sized paper; signed “H”:] 
Reforms And Reformers 

  Mr Editor.   When  in your last number I attempted to sketch a few 
imperfect and ill digested thoughts of this subject, I was fully aware that I 
had neither the time, the means nor the ability, to do anything like Justice 
to such an expansive subject.   But the trifling labours I did bestow was 
abundantly rewarded, if it merely furnished a few hints as a subject for the 
very able lecture which we heard on the succeeding evening.   And if I had 
any vanity, it was more than gratified in finding that the eloquent lecturer, 
came to nearly the same conclusion that I did Viz – that although many, and 
perhaps most of our modern reformers, signally fail in the immediate object 
they have in view, their labours are not, wholly in vain, are not all lost to the 
world, but will come up in some other time.   Of the two he is much the 
most confident of the necessity of reforms, and much the most sanguine in 
their ultimate success.   Perhaps the figure by which he illustrated the 
progress of some reforms, will also illustrate wherein we differ in opinion in 
regard to them.   He, very naturally, compares the progress of reforms to the 
dashing of the billows on the shore.   A person of a confident and ardent 
disposition on seeing a wave reach farther up the strand, than any of its 
predecessors have done, readily concludes that it has reached the highest 
possible point, and follows its receding to make his mark at the lowest point 
but is overtaken and overwhelmed by the returning surge whilst I more cool 
and calculating am willing to wait, knowing that the tide must finally reach 
its highest point and then must certainly recede, when this can be done 
with comparative ease and safety. 
  In your last number I mentioned three of modern times who pretended to 
reform the spirit of the age in which they lived, one in divinity, one in the 
science of medicine, [next page] and one in that of dietetics, and if they are 
not considered as total failures, the inf[l]uence they have had, and the good 
they have done in the world has been rather incidental and indirect, then 
plain and positive.   Permit me now to refer to one other, and that is the 
masonic reform 
  The institution of masonry claims a very high antiquity and its friends 
assert that it can be plainly traced back to the deluge, and that it was in the 
meridian of its splendour at the building of Solomon’s temple; and it is a 
certain fact that for at least two centuries, very many of the wise and good in 
this country and in England have belonged to it, and been among its most 
zealous supporters.   Yet within comparatively few years, Reformers have 
found out, that its whole nature and tendency was towards evil.   That the 
fabled Pandora’s box could scarcely contain so much that was vile.   We can 
hardly designate any one person as the particular leader in this remarkable 
crusade but many thought that John Quincy Adams, after having been 
President of the United States, never appeared  so much beneath his dignity 
as when attending an anti masonic convention.   It scarcely could be 
compared to a storm its duration was so short, it was more like a squall.   



And masonry had to bend before it, and like a prudent sailor to take in sail 
while its fury lasted.   But no sooner had it felt the full force of the squall, 
then it again expanded it sails, and is, of itself, now making good way.   And 
under the slight modification of Odd Fellowship was never more prosperous 
than it is at the present time. 
  These cases of attempted reform have resulted in failure more or less 
complete, but yet the labours of the reformers have been of some benefit to 
the world.   I will mention one more which was attended with complete 
success.   And yet brought no advantage to anyone.   And that is the 
attempt of General Jackson to reform the currency of this country by 
breaking down the United States bank.   In this unprincipled and wonton 
proceeding he involved the whole country in an [next page] unnecessary and 
protracted financial difficulty, which involved thousands in ruin.   And now, 
after the struggle is over, the system of currency and exchange, is, to say 
the least, no better than it was before. 
  I fear Mr Editor that my [---]brations will tire the patience of you and 
your heare[r]s, and therefore with a single idea more I will bring them to a 
close.   Although most of the great reforms that have been effected or 
attempted have generally had some leader to direct its progress, yet they 
seem rather to grow out of the effect of circumstances and the nature of 
things, than to be the result of human agency or individual calculation.   All 
the mighty effects of the Reformation under Luther appears to have flown 
from sources very inconsiderable.   Hat the Pope Leo the tenth, intrusted the 
sale of his indulgencies, to the friars of the order of St Augustine, equally 
with those of St Dominic, Martin Luther might have thought it advisable to 
pocket his share of the proceeds, and have kept quiet.   So too if the Pope 
had chosen to have let Henry the 8th alone in beheading and divorcing his 
wives, instead of excommunicating him for it.   Henry the 8th might have 
lived and died a zealous follower of the church of Rome.   And if so England 
and even this country might now be in a situation similar to that of Spain 
and Italy. 
  Whilst therefore we cannot but conclude that Reform and Reformers 
have done much for the world, and much to promote the cause of human 
progress and improvement, yet in view of the many that have resulted in 
failures more or less complete; prudence will dictate a Just discrimination of 
the motives and views of those who attempt great and radical reforms.   And 
althought conservatism may be and no doubt often is carried to far, yet in 
regard to institutions of the present age and the public opinion of the 
present day, it would be better to attempt to improve, than to annihilate 
them, almost always better to regulate than to destroy. 
               H. 
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