








[1863-04-07; letter from Frederick Bergmann, probably to Joshua Sears:] 
Apr 7th 1863.        Camp Rogers. 
              Newbern, N. Carolina 
  I rec. your letter of the 30th inst and you can scarcely guess how glad and 
happy I feel in knowing that you and all the folks are well, and are kindly 
thinking of me.   You do not know how it raises a soldiers spirit to get a 
letter from those at home whom he regards & loves.   To day I feel twice as 
strong and fearless in defending the union as I did before.   I am glad that 
you approve of my having joined the army.   I ll try to tell you how I came to 
join the 43. Regt.   When I was in East Dennis, I used to, often, go to Mr. E. 
Howes’es store to hear the news & etc.   Well, one day Mr. Howes had a book 
that spoke about the organisation and history of the old second Battallion or 
Tiger Regt.   I suppose you remember that it was established in the year of 
1798.   After finding out that the Regiment was not full I determined to join 
it.   I have not, so far regretted my [over page] my [sic] chosing the 43 Regt.   
It is a tip top one and I hope that we will have a chance to growl once more 
at the Rebels.   Company A is principally composed of Boston Boys and, I 
am proud to say it, is the best drilled and spankiest company.   To be sure 
we have at present only 60 men in the Company.   You would call it rather a 
small concern.   It is small by oh Lord!––   I suppose that you have heard of 
the attack of Reb. General Hill & Pettigrew on Newbern?   Things look rather 
dark in this department at present in consequence of the withdrawall of so 
many troops from Newbern, I do not doubt the fact that the Rebs. know it 
and will take advantage of it.   General Foster is a present in little 
Washington, a place about 48 miles from Newbern.   He has only got a force 
of 2,000 men with him.   It is said that a force of about 10,000 Rebs have 
surrounded him and have cut his retreat to Newbern off.   Rumor sais that 
Foster has sent to Fortress Monroe for reinforcements which are [next page] 
daily expected.   The gunboats {iron clad} Hunchback and two others have 
endeavored to aid Foster by sending more troops and ammunition but in 
vain.   The Neuse river, a little below Washington has been blockaded by the 
Rebels pretty effectually, there being several Batteries on both sides of it, 
mounting very heavy guns.––   On the 4th int. the Hunchback and two more 
ironclads undertook to force there way through to Washington but with no 
success whatever.   One of our gunboats was sunk and the other two had to 
give it up as a bad job, and returned here all stove to pieces.   At the same 
time that this expedition by water started a few regiments amounting in all 
to about 4,000 men tryed to run the gauntlet by land.   I am sorry to say 
that they have also been driven back and have returned to Newbern.   At 
present there are only two good, reliable Regiments here, the 45th and the 
43d; the 44th being with Foster at Washington.   The other troops are all 
armed with old fashioned muskets w[h]ich by the by are of little or no 
account.  [over page]  We are expecting an attack on Newbern almost daily.   
If Mr. Reb will only come here we shall try to give them a warm reception.   



My supply of news is well nigh exhausted therefore I think that I had better 
close. 
  I am sorry that I did not know, that I, by waiting another week could 
have enlisted from Dennis.   I suppose that you wanted another man to take 
Robins’es place.   He used to belong to the 43. Co E.   All the boys say that 
he is a swindler and a coward.   All he enlisted for is the bounty, and I think 
it would serve him right if he had to go to war as a conscript, and go without 
a bounty.   You ought to tell him to join the umbrella Brigade Miss Colonel 
Jenkins and try to go as first luff.   I can not express the regret I feel in 
hearing that Mrs. Sears is sick or rather has been.   Give my best love to her 
and tell her, that as long as I live, I shall always remember her almost 
parental [end of page; the missing page is found with letter 1863-04-17, but is 
transcribed here] love and kindness to me.   I hope that I will have an 
opportunity yet to prove my gratitude to her and to you for your interests of 
my wellfare.   I am happy to hear that Louisa & Georgietta are well.   Please 
remember me to them.   Give my love to Heman and tell him that I should 
like to have his muscle and sinews.   If I had I would clean out more Rebs 
than I do now.   I William Doane still at home?   Has he any idea of 
enlisting?   We want all the able bodied men that we can get at present to 
uphold the constitution and fight, to the last, for the glorious stars and 
stripes, the union and the enforcement of its laws.   I do not profess to be an 
abolitionist on any account, I did enlist {for the bounty? –– NO} only to 
affect, or help to, their liberation, but to fight for the union; our glorious 
constitution and our star spangled banner.   I say our union, because I 
consider my self an American and as such I shall try to do my duty let come 
what may.  [over page] 
  I blush to confess that I did not tell the truth as far as the wages that 
uncle perhaps has told you, about my selling a paltry chest of seaclothes in 
New York at my arrival there, to defray the expenses of seeing you, is 
concerned, is ridiculous.   True I did not have $75, still I had $20 a month 
in the Carolina Tucker and I can honestly say, had 45 dollars on my arrival 
in New York.   What with buying a coat and some other clothing, paying my 
passage to Boston and some money spent in innocent amusements for 
instance going to the Museum or buying segars, Apples & etc. soon made 
away with my stock of greenbacks.   It was a false pride that led me to tell 
you that I had more money than I actually did have and as you may guess I 
am not at all amused at yours knowing it to be a white lie.   I hope this will 
be the first and last instance of my giving [next page] you one minutes 
uneasiness or regret.   You say that you are sorry that I made use of that 
protection or rather of that name.   Well I do not feel much better about it 
myself.   I can easily alter my name a little, so there will be no fear of 
recognition or mistakes.   Please give my love to every and all my friends and 
of all things remember me to your amiable family.   I remain your obedient 
friend 
             Fred. Bergmann. 



             Priv. Co A, 45 Regt M.V. 
Do not forget to write to me as often as you can. 
[Next page:] 
P.S.  I hope you will excuse me for breaking off my letter in that style.  The 
allarm that we had to march has proved to be a false one.   I do not think 
that we shall go before tomorrow.   Therefore I will resume my narration.   
Well we went back to Newbern the next day, went to Camp and are here 
now, awaiting momentarily to get marching orders.   It is said that we are 
going to attack the rebel forts on the Tar river.   General Pettigrew is said to 
have about 25,000 men with him and as we only have 15,000 I think we 
shall whip them because we are fighting in a better cause than they are.   I 
must now close, for in reality we have orders to start at 2 oclock to day.  Give 
my love to all the folks and do not forget to write. 
              Yours  
               Fred. 
[over page]  Do you think that I can get a position in the navy when I get 
home?  Please tell me. 
               Fred. 

Write soon ! ! ! ! ! 
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