


















 
[1880-03-xx; the year under which this is filed is obviously wrong, the document having 
been written in 1881; although filed 1880-03-xx, it is arbitrarily placed in this 
transcription at 1881-03-xx: presentation of 8 pages in the hand of Prince S. Crowell, a 
draft with interlinings and corrections; all held together with a pin:] 

Mr Chairman and gentlemen of the Committee I appear before you as one of 
the original subscriber to the Stock of the Flax pond fishing Company[3] and 
as a citizen of the Town of Dennis; and I hope and trust that you will report 
a bill as asked for by the petitioners as the best study for the fish Company 
and for the interest of the Town.   If the petitioners succeed in making what 
they are asking for by a good cranberry ground they will Create a taxable 
property of some 18000 or $20,000; the benefits the fish company will get 
will be that they will have for there use three times the additional amount of 
fresh water than they now get from the Springs on either side of the meadow 
– to attract the fish and I should say that with a proper fish way such as 
was made and torn out by Elisha Crowell (for which he has been indighted 
by the grand July and bound over for trial at the next April court) is such as 
the fish Commission should sudgest and approve for the flowage of the 
Cranberry ground would be greatly to the advantage of the fish company 
over the open Creek before the road was built[4]; but with the open sluce way 
as it exists now, I would not give 1 cent for the fishing interest as I believe it 
will be [over page, “2”] a complete distruction of the whole fishery if there is 
any left; it will prevent the improving of the land for Cranberry purposes and 
thereby stop increasing the taxable property which was the principle reason 
of the Town substituting a solid road way for the wooden bridge[5]; but the 
parties here opposing the granting the request of the petitioners are I have 
no doubt doing it not for the purpose of protecting the fishery but to so 
manage as to prevent the land holders from improving their land unless 
they and the Town buy up the shares of the Company at a high figure which 
are now worth nothing comparatively speaking as I will now show    Still I 
have no doubt with a proper fish way put in and the affairs of the Company 
properly looked after and managed with inteligence that a proffatable fishing 
may be developed, more so than in the years immediately succeeding the 
first opening of the stream jet – then developed beyond the expectations of 
the parties in interest as I know from personal observations made in 1868 & 
1869 which was the years of the bigest catch & run; since that time my time 
has been so much occupied untill within a year or two and mostly away 
from home that I gave no attention to it never having attended [next page, 

                                                 
3  The “Flax Pond” here referred to is what is now called Scargo Lake – and had formerly been called “Crowell 
Pond.”   Scargo has an outlet to the sea – Sesuit Creek.   The fact that a fishery existed here suggests that the fish 
were Shad and Alewives, perhaps white perch as well. 
4  The road here referred to is the roadway, now Route 6A, which joins the western end of Sesuit Creek Road to the 
eastern end of Scargo Hill Road.   Fill for the road , which crossed the boggy marshland, was taken from what was a 
clay hill at Nobscusset Point.  Old-timers referred to this section of road as “The New Road.” 
5  This suggests that there may have been a small cart path, or perhaps no more than a foot path, which crossed over 
Sesuit Creek, probably at what is now Paddock’s Path. 



“3”] any meeting of the Company except the special meeting held in 1880 
and the Annual meeting of 1881[6]   during this last year I have looked into 
the matter somewhat and have no doubt discovered the cause of what has 
been virtually a complete failure which is that no care or provision has been 
made [Glued to the right side of this page, with an arrow that suggests it is to be 
inserted here, is the following statement:] the piers which were put out into the 
pond to prevent the Sand from washing in and chocking up the ditch having 
been Carried away by the ice and never replaced [End of the insert; back to the 
text:] to get the [--]ry herring out of the pond 
  I said the parties here who are opposing the granting the request of the 
petitioners are not doing it for the purpose of benefiting the alewive fishees 
for which a charter was granted    I judge so from the various action and 
incidents commited thereunder; in February 1877 at the Annual Town 
Meeting it was voted to build a solid road way (see the Motion)    in March 
1877 the fish company held a meeting and passed the following Vote (See 
Vote)     in accordance with those two votes the select men caused the road 
to be made and a fish way built in accordance with the Sudgestions and 
approval of the Commissioners on inland fisheries    but that did not suit 
Elisha Crowell and perhaps some others, as they wanted to pursue the 
present policy they are now doing    but Aaron Crowell then one of the 
Committe which position he had held ever since the organization of the 
Company [over page, “4”] and its principle manager resigned as he did not 
care to go into the fight and Elisha Crowell a Citizen of Brooklyn NY was 
appointed in his place in 1878    a suit was then Commenced against the 
Town which resulted in an agreement for an open fish way three feet by six 
which is no good to any interest but a damage to the whole    a damage to 
the Town by the expense incurred in protecting the road way in 
consequence of the rapid rush of water preventing the improvement of the 
land enclosed for cranberry purposes and a total destruction of the fishing    
the Selectmen obtained permission from the fish Committee, to put a gate 
on the open fishway during the season when no fish seen to prevent the 
rush of water through the fish way which endangered the road way.   but 
there was an article in the Town Warrant for the Annual meeting for 1880 to 
have the gate taken off which was acted upon by accepting the following 
vote (see Vote)    during the discussion the party advocating the vote said 
that he and I could [next page, “5”] settle the whole matter in an hour    
therefore I volenteered my services to accomplish so desireable an end to 
bring that about    I first examined the dit[c]h leading to the pond; on my 
way to meet him and found that it was compleatly filled with sand and no 
water running out and at a season (Feb) when the ponds are usually the 
highest.   that the fishery was of no account under the present condition of 
things after seeing this gentleman it was concluded it would be best to Call 
a meeting of the fish company.   I therefore drew up a petition for a Call for a 

                                                 
6   Since this is the most recent date within the document, we have dated it to 1881, arbitrarily in March, which was 
the normal time then of holding Town meetings. 



stock holders meeting got it signed by the requisite number in accordance 
with the laws (see petition) and went over to present it to one of the 
Committe Laban Howes who I found was in New York.   I drew up an other 
one leaving the time for holding the meeting to be filled by him & done 
within a limited time but no meeting was called as requested (see Laban 
Howes letter)    subsequently about the 27th of March the clerk of the 
company and one of the stock holders Tom Crowell caled on me at my 
House and said L Howes had returned from New York that they had been 
talking with him and an other of the Committe Urial Crowell and several of 
the stock holders and they thought if I would go over to Capt Howes House 
and meet the Comitte and Aaron Crowell the thing could [over page, “6”] be 
fixed up as it ought to be as they were then out of the reach of Elisha 
Crowells influence    I meet them    the result was this agreement, (see 
agreement)    an adjourn[n]ment which was held on the Seventh of april at 
Dr Lords Store near the premises at which meeting money was voted to be 
raised to clear out the ditch and a plan agreed upon to put out piers into the 
pond the former one having carried away by the ice which was the cause of 
the ditch being filled with sand    and an advisory Committe chosen to act 
with Urial Crowell in the absence of the regular Committe; that then and 
there an appointment was made by the regular Committe for the Advisory 
Committe to meet since at the hour then agreed before which was a 5 P.M 
the 9th of April visit the road where the open sluice way     to advise with the 
Select Men in regard to the place of building a fish way in accordance with 
the agreement made on the 26th of March    that business was attended to 
and the fishway completed on the 15 of April (some days before the stream 
was opened from the pond) under the superintendence of Urial Crowell, and 
I had nothing p[-----]ar to do with that or any other part of the Stream [new 
page, “7”] 
  on the 28th day of April Some of the plank of the sluice say were forced 
off and the sand washed out from the pressure of water in an extreme high 
tide in consequence of the gate being removed from the east end to near the 
west end of the sluice way    on the 29th of April two of the fish Committe 
visited the premises which was being repaired    no objection was then and 
there made but on that day or the next they mailed one to the Selectman in 
West Dennis, nothing being said to the one in east Dennis who had charge 
of the work which was completed on that day.   during the time of the 
repairs the original fish way the one approved by the fish Commission 
opened (see the written objections)  [over page, “8”] 
  Soon after the adjourn[n]ment of the annual Town meeting in 1880 I 
learned incidentally that the Town had no right to build a solid road way 
across Sesuit Creek    I therupon consulted the Land and Harbour 
Commissioners and learned that they had the Authorey and would grant a 
license on an application of the Town (see Comiss letters)   therupon a 
special meeting was caled and the following vote passed (see vote and 
license)    that its Chairman is [sic, has] a history of the whole thing as I 



understand it – and will only further state that that [sic] the fish way as 
bui[l]t was 15 inches wide    that the water from the springs to the eastward 
of the flax pond afforded water to run 15 inches deep while the outlet from 
the flax pond is only 5½ inches square as constructed    that no piers have 
been put out into the pond for which material was provided    the reason 
why it was not done I dont know (but it was known that Elisha Crowell had 
been on the Cape)  See my letter to Laban Howes   [end of manuscript] 
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