


[1852-07-02; This letter is the first in what we have called “Notebook #2.”   This is a 
composition book which contains drafts of letters written by Capt. Joshua Sears 
between this date and June 1859.  The book is roughly 8 x 10 inches, soft cover, and 
has lined paper.   Pages are not numbered.   Rather than remove this notebook to a 
separate Appendix of this transcription, it makes more sense to incorporate the letters 
into their proper timeline, keeping the information in context, and to designate each 
with the phrase “NB #2,” with the page number, so the source can be identified.  This 
first letter is 1852-07-02; NB #2, p 01; letter from Joshua Sears to Atkinson Rollins & 
Co.:] 

             Calcutta  July 2nd 1852 
Messrs Atkinson Rollins & Co 
  Gentleman 
   I have to Inform you of the safe Arrival of the Orissa at Calcutta    We 
left Mauritius the 12th of May & arrived at Ceylon the 30th of May & Sailed 
the 7th of June and arrived at Sand Heads 15th off Town 18th 
  The Ice is all Discharg’d & We have on board 600 Bags of Salt Petre    I 
have kept in about 45 tons of ballast    as we are to have only 1000 Bags 
Salt Petre She will not be Stiff Enough Without it 
  I think you had better Stop the Stewards half pay for I have been told 
that he is going to run from the Ship.   My crew are all on board yet 
      Wages are        £     4.10 
      My Disbursements in Mauritius £ 242.19 
              In Colomb  £   16.58 
             Your Obt Svt 
              Joshua Sears 
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