




[Undated 30; typed sheets:] 
The Pacific Guano Co., Woods Hole. 

  The Company was the result of a private association of a few of the 
largest shipping merchants of Boston and New York, entered into a few 
years previous to its organization into a stock company.   The firm of 
Glidden and Williams of Boston was largely interested in shipping to the 
Pacific Coast and their attention was first enlisted in the guano deposits 
with a view to furnishing a cargo for their ships on the homeward voyage.  
At one time they had between 100 and 150 ships working for time. 
  They first got possession and control of the Howlands Islands located in 
the Pacific Ocean immediately over the equator, West Longitude 177º 
(almost on the date line).   Here they obtained the guano which, combined 
with fish scrap (the oil having been first removed) and treated phosphate of 
the lime from South Carolina, yielded a fertilizer better than the Peruvian 
guano. 
  In the year 1864 the immense establishment of the company, comprising 
works for the preparation and grinding of phosphates, the manufacture of 
sulfuric acid, the most elaborate machinery for manipulation, wharves, 
warehouses, driers, laboratories, etc. was erected at Woods Holl. 
  The Company grew fast and in 1879 it has a production of 36,000 tons of 
fertilizer.   This was probably a larger trade than was done by any other six 
fertilizer companies in America combined.   The factory was the means of 
bringing the railroad to Woods Hole.   It was capitalized for one million 
dollars and Prince S. Crowell of East Dennis was President of the firm.   The 
factory shut down on February 7, 1889. 
  The photograph just shows the storeroom where they put the brimstone 
which they got form Sicily along with other raw material. 
[Sketch of a map of Woods Hole:] 
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