








[1848-01-18; folded, sealed, legal-sized document, directed to “Mary” from Christina 
Nickerson[20].   Addressed “Mary Crowell, To the Care of Rev Simieon Crowell, South 
Yarmouth, Barnstable Co, Mass.”; postmarked “Palmyra, NY, Jan 23”; stamped also 
“Paid” and “10”.  Page 1 begins with an unrecognized hand, not that of Christina:] 

Copy of a Letter to Z. Scudder Esq – Jan. 18. / 48 
Mr. Scudder; Sir – I have just received a letter from Christina Nickerson of 
Palmyra Wayne Co. N.Y. stating that her daughter Ann H. Nickerson is 
fourteen years old and chooses her for her Guardian and she wishes to 
pursue the course I shall think best, to obtain her daughter’s share of her 
father’s property (viz. Jonathan Nickerson Jr. of So. Dennis, deceased)    I 
will give you any information in my power, respecting Mrs. Nickerson’s 
divorce, you may think necessary, but I presume it is unnessary to give you 
the details, as I suppose that will not affect the child’s interest or the justice 
of her claim; will you therefore attend to the business without delay.   
Jonathan Nickerson Esq. and Peter Baker Jr. of So. Dennis are the 
Administrators on the estate of Jonathan Nickerson Jr. of So. Dennis 
deceased who was the father of the aforesaid Ann H. N. and was the 
husband of the above mentioned Christina N. notwithstanding the divorce,    
I think Mrs. N’s character is and ever has been good, and as she is a friend 
of ours I have advised her as I would one of my own daughters to employ 
you, but as I have no personal interest in this matter you will not consider 
me in any way responsible, and I doubt not there will [be] more property 
than enough to cover all expense 

[After a space on the page, the following appears in Christina’s hand:] 
Dear Mary,, wilt thou excuse the many imperfections of this letter,,   My love 
to thy Father & Mother and also to cousin Charlotte to Simieon & Wife, to 
Ruth & Husband and the Dear little one    we were pleased to hear it is 
named Simieon,,    the rest as one I presume would Join with our love, to 
you all, were they present.     C. N. 

[Over page is a letter from Christina to Mary, and probably goes first in the sequence:] 
             Palmyra 1st..  Mo 12  1848. 
Dear Mary 
  I received thy very kind letter this Morning and have sit immediately 
down to answer it, as I think it is my duty to make every possible & right 
effort to procure Ann,s Share of her Father,s property. 
  I wrote to Friend Barnabas Sears,, about nine weeks ago, and not 
hearing from the business, I felt uneasy and mailed a letter a week ago 
yesterday to thee. 

                                                 
20  Christina7 Crowell was born in Yarmouth, 29 Sep 1812, the daughter of Solomon 2nd & Sally C. (Webber) 
Crowell.   She married, as first wife, Jan/Feb 1832, Capt. Jonathan7 Nickerson (b. Dennis, 29 May 1807; s/o 
Jonathan & Mehitable (Berry) Nickerson; m(2) June, 1843, Lucy7 Thacher Baker; he was lost at sea Apr 1847, 
wrecked on the Irish coast delivering foodstuffs to thwart the Irish famine.)   Christina deserted him in July 1836 and 
went to N.Y. State, evidently following her parents who moved there.  Christina and Jonathan were divorced, by his 
petition for desertion, 1 Mar 1842.   They had a daughter, who went with her mother to Palmyra, Wayne Co., NY: 
 Ann Hallett Nickerson – b. Yarmouth, 21 Sep 1833; m. 10 Dec 1858, Edward W. Herendeen; res. Palmyra. 



  I should like for thy Father, to write, to Zeno Scudder Esq., of 
Barnstable,, and employ him to attend to the buisness at once, (as Judge 
Palmer of thie Place thinks it should not be delayed a single day.[)] 
  Thy father can give Zeno Scudder as full an account of my unhappy 
Situation in the world as he sees fit so to do.   Perhapps it will be well for 
him to know about the case as it stands, as some are inclined to think that 
things will be kept as dark as possible. 
             Thy Friend & Cousin 
              Christina Nickerson 
P.S.   why I sent the Newespaper to Friend Barnabas Sears, was because I 

had given him an Order (in the letter I sent him) to call to Lawyer Reed,s 
and git my papers and letters that was sent him at the time my Husband 
applied for a Bill.   I think the bill is illegal and I wished him to compare 
the statement for a bill [next page] in the newspaper with my papers & 
letters.    why I think it was illegal is because the statment in the 
Newespapers is that I was willfully absent for 5 succeeding years, when it 
was well known that I had been trying to bring about reconciliation    
whether my papers and letters would be of any use or not I do not know, 
but I can give Uncle,, Simieon a line to call for them, if they should be. 

              C.N. 
 Ann was 14 years of age last ninth month and choses me her Mother to 

be her Guardian 
[Written between the foregoing and the next note, both of which are in ink, is the 
following written very faintly in pencil, visible only with enhancement:] 

To the Judge of the Probate Courts for the Co of B. & State of Ms –  
  Sir as I am interested have property in your co. and am not of legal age to 
the care of it, will you therefore please Appoint David Kelley of Yarmouth my 
Guardian and you will much Oblige 

[Now continues another letter in the hand of Christina:] 
To Lawyer Reede, of Yarmouth 
  Wilt thou hand my papers and letters that I sent thee, at the time that 
my Husband Jonathan Nickerson Jr applied for a Bill of divorce, (from me 
as his wife) to Simieon Crowell of So. Yarmouth or any one that he shall 
send to git them. 
   1. Mo. 12.  1848.      Christina Nickerson 

[Below this is another partial draft of this same letter to Lawyer Reed, this time calling 
him “Uncle Simieon”.] 
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